- ^ Cabinet holds 
meeting 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Cabinet 
j , 1 1 met Tuesday under Che chair- 
man^hip of Prime Minister Sharif 
„ •! 2jad Ben Shaker and approved 
. ^commendations by the Finan- 
cial and Economic Committee on 
S .. ' V: ‘ redodng customs duty on textiles 
V; • used in factories. It also approved 
a unified allowances system for 
s. municipality workers. TT»e system 
~."l “ provides- for granting municipal 
, . | ' T ' •>’ personnel a JD 10 raise as other 
government employees. 

■ Husselnl leaves 

/ AMMAN (Petra) — Faisal Hus- 
acini, chairman of the streering 
^ committe of the Palestinian de- 
legation to peace talks with Israel 
‘ and Ahmad Yazigi, member of 

the advisory group, left Amman 
; n Tuesday on a European tour, 

. - which will take them to Sweden, 
■ Japan and a number of European 
^ countries, where they will explain 

• the Palestinian view towards the 
. . peace process. In a departure 

'• statement, Mr. Hussemi lauded 
; the United Nations Security 
,’v Council resolution which conde- 
’• L - mned the Israeli decision to expel 

• ■ 12 Palestinian from the occupied 

K territories. Mr. Husseini said the 

decision gives “us a chance to 
'■ discuss our participation in the 
peace talks in a more positive 
•• atmosphere." He voiced hope 

- that the resolution will be manda- 
•" tory. ’ 

EC helicopter 
downed in Croatia; 

: 5 observers killed 

ZAGREB (AP) — A helicopter 
' : carrying five European Commun- 
ity (EC) observers was shot down 
" . Tuesday, lulling the four Italians 
. and the Frenchman aboard, offi- 
cials said. Croatian officials said a 
federal air force jet shot down the 
rr ,, chopper. A Croatian interior 
,lC ministry statement, read over the 
3! 82 telephone to the Associated 
Press, said the EC helicopter 

- blew up in the air after it was hit 
: .by an air-to-air missile in the 

_■ vicinity of Novi Marof, about 50 

- . kilometres northeast of Zagreb. 

The attack came during the fifth 

• . -.day of a U.N.-mediated ceasefire 

' in the war between Croatia and 
^ Serbs opposed to the republic's 
_ independence declaration. 

. . Van den Broek due 
here next week 

• "THE HAGUE (AP) — Dutch 
''Foreign Minister Hans van den 

• • ’ Broek, who represented the 

-European Community (EC) at 
-the Mideast peace conference, 

• -will visit Israel, Syria and Jordan 
-next week, the government 

- announced Tuesday. Mr. Van 
''.den Broek is expected to leave 

. -^Monday or Tuesday for Syria and 

- conclude his trip Friday in Israel, 

- according to a foreign ministry 
"spokeswoman. While the con- 

tents of the talks with the coun- 
tries’ leaders had been finalised, 

- -'-the spokeswoman said Mr. Van 
.. den Broek would engage in 
-r mediation aimed at furthering the 

; . peace process. 

" . Picco in Bonn 

BONN (R) — U.N. hostage 
negotiator Gian dome nico Picco 
. met German Foreign Minister 
Hans Dietrich Genscher on Tues- 
day to pursue the release of the 
German hostages in Lebanon. 

- Mr. Genscher told journalists be- 

- 1 fore Jbsl meeting with Picco that 
. -^the new U.N. secretary-general, 

- BoutmsGhaK, was as committed 
to the release of aD hostages as 

‘.las predecessor. Javier Perez de 
' Cttew. The kidnappers of the 
-Germans have demanded 

- * A®*. Bonn free Mohammad Ali 
•'-and Abbas Hamadi, two 

■ M?aaese imprisoned in Ger- 
' jjaisy for murder, air piracy and 

-. ■’ “dns^ring. Bonn has refused to 
j . “etaage them for the hostages. 

•> Brandt trying to 
^*ange Afghan talks 

• • — Afghan rebels and 

gOvebcneat foes may gather 

• Qear Bap this month to discuss 

their country’s 
. avii war, organisers of 
. '^wi^gsaW<m Tuesday. The 


Security Council clears impasse in peace process 


UNITED NATIONS (Agencies) 
— The U.N. Security Council has 
delivered its harshest condemna- 
tion ever at Israel over the plan- 
ned expulsion of 12 Palestinians 
from the occupied territories. 

The United States joined the 
14 other members of the council 
in unanimously condemning the 
expulsion orders, calling them a 
violation of international law and 
asking Israel to halt all expulsions 
and allow those already expelled 
to return. 

By using the words “strongly 
condemns," the resolution was 
the strongest ever directed at the 
Jewish state over expulsions, 
according to U.S., Palestinian 
and Israeli diplomats. This is the 
largest group of Palestinians ever 
to be ordered expelled. 

Arab and Western diplomats 
had said the orders were under- 
mining the peace process and 
tainting the atmosphere of peace 
talks, which were scheduled to 
resume Tuesday in Washington. 

Israeli, Palestinian and Jorda- 
nian negotiators had informally 
agreed to resume Tuesday. 

‘The council will pass a resolu- 


tion strongly condemning the ex- 
pulsion of Palestinians and we 
hope it will bring Palestinians 
back to the negotiating table and 
have a positive effect on the 
peace process.” said French 
Ambassador Jean-Bernard 
Merimee, speaking to reporters 
before the session. 

Nasser At Kidwa, Palestine’s 
U.N. observer, told the council 
that Israel was trying to derail the 
peace process by expelling 
Palestinians. But he indicated 
that decisive criticism by the 
council could encourage the 
Palestinian delegation to attend 
the talks in Washington rhis 
week. 

The Palestinian delegation to 
the talks had delayed its depar- 
ture to protest the departure 
orders and was awaiting council 
action. 

“There has been no decision 
for the Palestinians to come to 
Washington, but I believe this 
action by the council today will 
have its positive effect on the 
decision-making process" on 
whether to attend," Mr. Kidwa 
said Monday. 


Israel has rejected all similar 
council criticism and on Monday 
Israeli Ambassador Yoram Ari- 
dor declared Israel would con- 
tinue to use expulsions as neces- 
sary to “defend" itself against 
“terrorist" attacks. 

Israel said last Thursday it 
would expel the 12 Palestinians, 
who are accused of inciting vio- 
lence on the West Bank and 
Gaza. 

“Israel has a legal obligation to 
defend its residents, Jews and 
Arabs alike, and will continue to 
do so,” he told the council. 
“Israel will also continue to seek 
peace through the peace pro- 
cess." 

He contended that the resolu- 
tion, which does not condemn 
violence against Israelis, would 
undermine the peace process and 
encourage violence. 

The resolution adopted by the 
council was drafted by the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO), council sources said. 

The original version said the 
council “strongly deplores” 
Israel’s decision to resume expul- 
sions. 


But one source said the PLO 
toughened the wording to 
“strongly condemns" after the 
State Department spokesman 
himself used that phrase last Fri- 
day to criticise the Israeli action. 

The resolution 1 requests Israel, 
as the occupying power, to ensure 
the safe and immediate return of 
deportees. 

It also reaffirms the applicabil- 
ity of the Fourth Geneva Conven- 
tion on the treatment of civilians 
to the Palestinian territories occu- 
pied by Israel since the 1967 
Middle East war. 

The council also derided to 
keep the matter under review, 
leaving the door open for further 
action once the expulsions had 
actually occurred. 

Alluding to the peace talks, Mr. 
Kidwa. said: “Undoubtedly the 
council's taking of an appropriate 
action today will positively reflect 
on the course of events." 

He said the resolution presup- 
posed that Israel would rescind its 
derision and allow those expelled 
to return. 

Referring to Israeli settlement 
activities and other measures 


against Palestinians. Mr. Kidwa 
said: “The only logical conclusion 
to be arrived at is that Israel, 
having been compelled to partici- 
pate in tthe peace process, is 
acting systematically to derail 
that process." 

Ambassador Thomas Pickering 
of the United States said the 
expulsion of individuals from the 
occupied territories was a viola- 
tion of Article 49 of the Fourth 
Geneva Convention- 

The United States had repe- 
atedly urged Israel to immediate- 
ly and permanently cease expul- 
sions, he added. 

Mr. Pickering said the United 
States also viewed with concern 
the “rise of violence in the occu- 
pied territories..." 

“We condemn, and we believe 
all countries should condemn, the 
increasing attacks on and deaths 
of Israelis, just as we condemn 
attacks on and deaths of Palesti- 
nians." he added. 

U.N. Secretary-General Bout- 
ros Ghali. in one of his first 
published statements since taking 

(Continued on page 5) 


Security Council ‘strongly Arafat 
condemns 9 Israeli expulsions leaves 

MT AMMAN tJ.T.l — Pi 


By a Jordan Times Staff Reporter 
with agency dispatches 

AMMAN — International con- 
demnation of Israel has cleared 
the way for the next round of 
bilateral Arab-Israeli talks in 
Washington expected to begin 
later this week or early next 
week. 

Jordan, the Palestinians and 


La ban on Tuesday announced 
their decision to travel to 
Washington for the talks, which 
were scheduled to begin Tuesday 
but were delayed after the Arab 
delegations, including Syria, 
announced that they were post- 
poning their departure for the 
talks in protest against an Israeli 
decision to expel 12 Palestinians 
from the occupied Arab territor- 


FOLLOWJNG is the text of a Security Council resolution 
condemning Israel's expulsion of Palestinian civilians. The resolu- 
tion was adopted by a unanimous 15-0 vote on Monday. 

The Security Council, 

BffaHiwg the obligations of member states under the United 
Nations Charter; 

RecaKng its Resolutions 697 (1988), 608 (1988), 636 (1989), 641 ! 
(1989), and 694 (1991); 

Having been apprised of the decision of brad, the occupying 
power, to deport 12 Palestinian civilians from the occupied 
Palestinian territ or ie s, ' { 

1. Strongly condemns the derision of Israel, the occupying power, f 
to resume deportations of Palestini a n cxviKans; 

2. Reaffirms the appficalnfity of the Fourth Geneva Convention of 
12 August 1949, to al the Palestinian territories occupied by Israel 
since 1967, including Jerusalem; 

3. Requests Israel, the occupying power, to refrain from 
deporting any Palestinian civilians from the oc cup ied territories; 

4. Also requests Israel, the occupy in g power, to ensure the safe 
and HnirwHatP return to the occnpied territories of all those 
deported; 

5. Decides to keep the matter under review. | 


The Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO), which is physical- 
ly excluded from the peace talks 
but is guiding the Palestinian 
negotiators, had called on the 
Security Council to act to counter 
the Israeli move. The council, 
meeting late Monday, adopted a 
resolution strongly condemning 
the Israeli step and called on the 
Jewish state to allow the return of 
Palestinians who have been ex- 
pelled from the occupied territor- 
ies (see story below). 

Both Jordan and the PLO ex- 
pressed satisfaction with the re- 
solution after talks Tuesday be- 
tween high-level Jordanian and 
Palestinian delegations headed by 
Prime Minister Sharif Zeid Ben 
Shaker and Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafat (see story below). 

Foreign Minister Kamel Abu 
Jaber announced Tuesday even- 
ing that the Jordanian delegation 
will leave for Washington “in the 
next two days." 

The chief Jordanian nego- 
tiator, Abdul Salam Majati, said 
that Jordan had decided to par- 
ticipate in the talks. 

“We will be participating in the 
Washington peace talks," Dr. 

(Continued mi page 5) 


Israel rejects condemnation, 
presses on with expulsions 


> ^uoouiciaj talks, arranged by for- 
German Chancellor 

■ ’^“y Bratkft and a think-tank 

■ hB r Sodal Democracy 
<. \ ^y (SPb}. wouW be the first to 
.• .JJwt bridging the deep gulf be- 
.. . Ibe- rival groups. 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Israel ignored 
harah world condemnation on 
Tuesday, pressing ahead with 
plans to expel 12 Palestinians 
from the occupied territories. 

Israeli officials called Monday's 
U.N. condemnation one-sided 
and bitterly criticised the United 
States, their closest ally and lead- 
ing sponsor of the Middle East 
peace talks, for supporting the 
resolution. 

The Jewish state announced it 
was expelling the 12 last week 
ahead of the second round of 
bilateral Arab- Israeli talks on en- 
ding the 43-year-old Middle East 
conflict. 

Yossi Ben Aharon, a topaideto 
prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir 
and a key negotiator in the peace 
talks, accused the United States 
of bowing to Arab demands to 
ensure their presence at the talks. 

“We can only express our bit- 
terness. our anger and our regret 
that the United States continues 
to pay a price to bring the Arabs 
to the negotiating table at the 
expense of Israel and of terror 
victims,” he told army radio. 

The U.N.-Security Council 
strongly condemned the planned 
expulsions in a 15-0 vote, and 
Palestinian leaders said it would 
pave the way for their negotiators 
to rejoin the peace talks which had 
been due to resume in Washing- 
ton on Tuesday. 

In the occupied temtones, 
army judges resumed the closed- 
door expulsion appeal hearings 
begun on Monday. But only 


Israeli forces kill 
Palestinian, wound 20 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(R) — Israeli forces shot 
dead a Palestinian and 
wounded 20 in Gaza Tuesday 
in a dash with hundreds of 
youngsters protesting at 
Israel’s decision to expel 12 
Palestinians, Israeli sources 
said. Israeli soldiers and 
police opened fire at the 
crowd and killed Ahmad 
Abdul Rahman, 23, after the 
crowd started hurling stones 
at them. Two Israeli para- 
military police were injured 
by stones, the sources added. 
Earlier in Arab East Jeru- 
salem, about 25 women pro- 
testing against the expulsions 
scuffled with police during a 
march. 

once, in 1979, has an expulsion 
order been reversed. 

About 25 women protesting 
against the expulsions scuffled 
with police during a march, in 
Arab East Jerusalem from the 
Red Cross offices where they 
staged a sit-down protest. ' 

Mr. Shamir’s spokesman Ebud 
Go! said the government stood by 
its decision to expel the 12 Arabs 
regarded by Israel as leading 
activists in the four-year-old up- 
rising. 

“We are very disappointed by 
the unjust and one-sided decision 
of the Security Council. It ignores 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat left Jordan 
Tuesday after several rounds of 
talks with Jordanian leaders in 
Amman and Syrian leaders in 
Damascus on the Middle East 
peace process and reaching 
agreement on going ahead with 
the next round of peace talks with 
Israel in Washington. 

Mr. Arafat, president of the 
State of Palestine and chairman 
of the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO), held a round of 
talks with Prime Minister Sharif 
Zeid Ben Shaker before his de- 
parture. 

The meeting, which was held at 
the Prime Ministry after the U.N. 
Security Council adopted a re- 
solution late Monday strongly 
condemning Israel’s decision to 
expet 12 Palestinians from the 
occupied territories, was believed 
to have focused on Arab coor- 
dination and strategy in the 
Washington talks. 

All the Arab delegations to the 
peace talks — Palestinian. Jorda- 
nian, Syrian and Lebanese — 



Prime Minister Sharif Zek) Ben Shaker and Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafat discuss Tuesday coordination in the peace process 
and the situation in the occupied Arab territories (Petra photo) 


postponed their departure for 
Washington for the talks original- 
ly scheduled to have begun Tues- 
day in protest against the Israeli 
expulsion decision. 

Israel, rejecting calls for a re- 
versal of the decision, sent its 
delegates to Washington as sche- 
duled. 

The Security Council resolu- 
tion condemning Israel broke the 
stalemate and the Arab delega- 
tions are expected to leave 
Wednesday for Washington. 

Foreign Minister Kamel Abu 
Jaber and PLO Executive Com- 


U.N. seeks Iran said engaged in 
funds for massive arms build-up 

Iraqis I I OS ANOFI FS f API — Iran ic .iwl DwMan> UU-h,; 


completely the acts of murder 
against Israeli citizens,” Mr. Go! 
said. 

“Israel will continue to fulfil its 
duty to safeguard the security of 
its citizens and will act against all 
those who encourage and incite 
terror and violence and will con- 
tinue to work to move the peace 
process forward," he said. 

Mr. Shamir defended the ac- 
tion at a meeting with the visiting 
Archbishop of Canterbury. 

But the latest vote did not 
surprise Israelis, hardened by 
years of condemnations, despite 
the U.N. General Assembly's re- 
peal last month of a 1975 resolu- 
tion equating Zionism with rac- 
ism. 

“I believe the U.N. is the same 
hypocritical U.N. we've always 
known. The U.N. can repeal the 
Zionism as racism resolution and 
remain the same United Na- 
tions,” said Housing Minister 
Ariel Sharon, a leading hardliner. 

Israel has expelled 67 Palesti- 
nians since the uprising began in 
the occupied territories. 

The Security Council con- 
demns the expulsions as a viola- 
tion of international law. 
Washington insists suspected 
wrongdoers should be tried fairly 
in court and jailed if found guilty. 

Army chief Lieutenant- 
General Ehud Barak said Israel 
might better . withstand interna- 
tional criticism by limiting the 
time expelled Palestinians were 
forced to remain abroad. Most 

(Continued on page 5) 


GENEVA (R) — The United 
Nations appealed on Tuesday for 
$145 million for humanitarian aid 
in Iraq and for Gulf war victims 
on its borders, needed because 
Baghdad is unable to raise money 
by selling oil. 

U.N. agencies would use the 
funds in the first half of this year, 
especially to help Kurds in north- 
ern Iraq and the Shi'ite Muslims 
in the south. The cash would also 
pay for a detachment of 500 U.N. 
guards in Iraq. 

Officials said governments 
might be reluctant to give to the 
plan because Iraq was able to 
fund the programmes by export- 
ing oil under strict U.N. supervi- 
sion — permitted under Security 
Council resolutions — but con- 
tinued to refuse to do so under 
the stringent guidelines set by 
the world body. 

“We’re aware that funding 
could be not readily available 
because of this situation,” 
Michael Stopford, senior adviser 
at the U.N. office coordinating 
the aid, told a news conference to 
launch the programme. 

“However, so long as there is 
no binding under those resolu- 
tions, the humanitarian program- 
me has got to go on,” he said. 

Iraq has rejected oil sales 
under the U.N. resolutions so far, 
arguing that they violated its 
sovereignty. But senior Iraqi and 
U.N. experts were due to meet in 
Vienna on Wednesday to discuss 
possible oil exports. 

Mr. Stopford indicated the 
programme would be significant- 
ly changed if Iraqi money became 
available. 

"This programme is set out as a 
kind of minimum in the absence 
of alternative funding," he said. 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — Iran is 
conducting a multi billion -do liar 
arms build-up via secret deals 
with Russia. North Korea and 
other nations and shortly will 
become the dominant power in 
the Gulf, it was reported Tues- 
day. 

iran's purchases include Soviet 
SU-24 fighter-bombers. MiG-29 
fighter planes, tanks, missiles and 
other sophisticated weapons, as 
well as “nuclear research the 
Los Angeles Times said. 

The buildup has given Iran 
parity with Iraq, long the region's 
leading power, the newspaper 
quoted intelligence sources as 
saying. 

Cash-strapped Russia is selling 
Iran arms from the Red Army's 
inventory to obtain foreign ex- 
change. the Times said. 

“It's a cash-and-carry deal at 
cut-rate prices, and arms bazaars 
are sprouting up all over the 
place," one source said. 

Iran’s purchases also include 
“nuclear research.” a Bush admi- 
nistration official was quoted as 
saying. The official did not elabo- 
rate. 

“Our concern is not just what 
they are accumulating, but what 
they plan to do with it." the 
official said. 

The Bush administration has 
insisted that existing controls 
over nuclear weapons of the for- 
mer Soviet Union will prevent 
their unauthorised use or diver- 
sion by the former Soviet repub- 
lics. 

The aircraft sales apparently 
are being made at the gov- 
ernmental level, while Red Army 
tanks, armored vehicles, artillery 
and other weapons are being sold 
through international arms deal- 
ers, a U.S. official said. 

Some of the Russian arms 
purchases were agreed upon be- 
fore the Soviet Union was dis- 


Talks likely to be delayed 
until next week — diplomats 

WASHINGTON (R) — A United Nations condemnation of Israel has 
cleared the way for a resumption of Middle Easi peace negotiations but the 
talks are unlikely to convene before Sunday at the earliest, diplomats said 
on Tuesday. 

One Arab diplomatic source said the joint Jordanian-Palcstinian delega- 
tion would not be able to arrive in Washington until late on Thursday or 
early on Friday. 

“ We are satisfied with the U.N. vote. Right now. the delegations are 
looking for the best way of reaching Washington.” the source said. 

Since Friday is the Muslim holiday and Saturday the Jewish day of rest, 
the earliest the parties could gel buck together would be on Sunday. The 
Israeli negotiators arrived in Washington Monday. 

The talks were supposed to have resumed on Tuesday but Arab delegates 
delayed their travel to Washington to protest against Israel's decision ro 
expel 12 Palestinians from ihc occupied territories. 

But the United States engineered a unanimous vote in the U.N. Security 
Council on Monday “strongly condemning" the expulsions, which seems to 
have persuaded the Arabs to attend the talks. 

The talks were inaugurated in Madrid last November immediately after 
the Middle East peace conference. 

Six sessions were held in Washington last month hut achieved little. The 
heads of the Israeli. Jordanian and Palestinian delegations spent the time in 
a corridor of the State Department haggling over the relationship between 
the Palestinians and the joint delegation they form with Jordan. 

The diplomatic sources said that problem hud still not been resolved but 
that the delegation heads probably would resume their discussions in a 
room rather than in the corridor. 

He said solving the dispute was the mam aim of the next round of talks 
and that future negotiations would probably shift to somewhere in Europe. 


Israel spent 
$1.5 b on 
settlements 
in 1 year 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — Israel has spent about 
SI. 5 billion building more than 
19.000 housing units in Jewish 
settlements in the occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip since De- 
cember 1990, two leftist legisla- 
tors said Tuesday. 

This construction amounted to 
25 per ceht of all public building 
in Israel during this period. >jid 
legislators Dedi Zucker of the 
Citizens' Rights Movement and 
Haim Oron of the Mapum Parry. 

Another 5.000 housing units 
will be built in the West Bank and 
Gaza this year, they said, basing 
the information' on figures 
appearing in the 1992 state 
budget approved last week. 

In a statement to reporters. 
Mr. Zucker and Mr. Oron said 
they obtained housing ministry 
documents also showing that in 
the last 12 months. 23.5 per cent 
of a budget for encouraging in- 
dustrial development went to fac- 
tories in the occupied territories. 

About 112.000 Israeli live in 
the settlements Israel has built in 
the occupied territories. 

The L'niied States vigorously 
opposes the settlement build- 
ing. arguing it is an obstacle to 
the Middle East peace talks ex- 
pected to resume in Washington 
later this week. 

The documents obtained by 
Mr. Zucker and Mr. Oron 
showed 18,273 apartments and 
homes were built in the West 
Bank and 1.540 in the Gaza Strip 
since December 1990. 

The figures also show 1.200 
housing units were constructed in 
the occupied Golan Heights. 

Mr. Zucker and Mr. Oron said 
the housing units built in the 
West Bank and Gaza cost more 
than 3.472 billion shekels, or 
about Sl.5 billion, calculated at 
an estimated S80.U00 per housing 
unit. 

Parties want lo move up polls 

Israel's two largest political 
parties, the Likud bloc headed by 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir 
and the Labour Party, want to 
move up national elections to the 
spring or summer of 1992. a 
newspaper reported Tuesday. 

Parliament elections are sche- 
duled for Nov. 3 but the date can 
be changed by a majority vote in 
the legislature. 

The Davar daily, owned by the' 
Labour-dominated Histadrut 
Labor federation, said “preUmiiv- 
ary contacts" were underway 
over setting an early elections 
date between leaders of the left- 
leaning Labour Party and 
right-wing Likud. 

It said agreement in principle 
was reached on the issue but that 
there was disagreement over a 
date. Likud wants the elections in 
May and Labour would prefer 
June or July, the newspaper said. 

Labour spokesmen could not 
immediately be reached for com- 
ment. 


mittee member Yasser Abed 
Rabbo in a joint statement issued 
after Tuesday's talks, welcomed 
the Security Council resolution. 

"After studying Security Coun- 
cil Resolution 726, which was 
issued Monday, and a detailed 
discussion of the resolution by the 
Jordanian and Palestinian sides, 
we find that the resolution ex- 
presses the responsible feeling of 
the international community to- 
wards respecting international 
legitimacy and towards the 

(Continued on page 5) 


solved and President Mikhail 
Gorbachev resigned, an Amer- 
ican official said. 

The bulk of Iran’s arms purch- 
ased come from Russia, but Iran 
also is acquiring arms from North 
Korea. Argentina and other 
countries, sources said. 

in addition. Tehran has kept 
146 aircraft flown by Iraqi pilots 
to Iran during the Gulf war, the 
newspaper said. 

U.S. officials are concerned 
about the buildup but note that 
Iran has eased its anti,-Wesiem 
stance, helped free hostages in 
Lebanon and could help the U.S. 
campaign to topple Iraq's Sad- 
dam Hussein, the newspaper 
said. 

Israel views the buildup with 
“grave concern." an Israeli offi- 
cial was quoted as saving. 

Iran’s President Hashemi Raf- 
sanjani on Tuesday called on the 
country's main fighting force to 
take an active part in the coun- 
try’s reconstruction efforts, the 
Islamic Republic News Agency 
reported. 

TTie agency said Mr. Rafsan- 
jani’s comments came in a meet- 
ing with Mohsen Rezaie. head of 
the Islamic Revolutionary 
Guards Corps, and other com- 
manders. 

Mr. Rafsanjani urged the 
guards to maintain combat readi- 
ness. But he said that the guards 
were “now in a stage to assume 
an economic role." 

He called on the guards to 
“join hands" with the regular 
armed forces in the “post-war 
reconstiuction effort.” 

Mr. Rafsanjani has been deter- 
mined to merge the guard's with 
its own army and air force, with 
the regular aimed forces. He has 
been moving slowly, however, 
due to widespread opposition to 
his plan within the guards corps. 


X 
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Algerian opposition 


Islamic state grows 


U.N. envoy favours peace 
force in Somali capital 


ALGIERS (R) — Opposition to 
a fundamentalist Islamic state is 
growing in Algeria ahead of a 
second general election ballot 
which appears destined to sweep 
partisans of Muslim religious taw 
into parliamentary power. 

Following the lead of the 
General Ltaion of Algerian 
Workers (UGTA). which set up a 
“Committee to Save Algeria" 
from the Islamic Salvation Front 
(FiS). a host of similar groups 
have sprung up. 

From Oran in the west of 
Annaba near the Tunisian bor- 
der. bankers, traders, managers, 
sportsmen, artists and scientists 
are joining forces to call on voters 
to block the FIS advance. 

“The refusal to abdicate, with 
submission and fatality, to the 
FJS state is growing hour by 
hour... 

"Tens of thousands of Alge- 
rians are organising themselves to 
reject the inevitability of a FIS 
state built on rigged elections." 
Le Matin newspaper said in an 
editorial Tuesday. 

Calls to “save democracy" 
have multiplied, wit h appeals for 
meetings to counteract the effi- 
cient FIS election machine. 

Women, seen as the first 
casualties of a fundamentalist vic- 
tory’. are a particular target of 
those opposing the FIS. 

"Algerian women have been 
pan of all our battles up to today. 
Saving democratic Algeria means 
defending our right to work... our 
right to learning." said the 
women's faction of the UGTA- 
inspired committee. 

The failure of illiterate voters 
to understand the voting system is 
widely blamed for nearly one 
million votes beiing declared 
void. 

The Constitutional Council, in- 
vestigating complaints of irregu- 
larities. is particularly looking at 


the spoil! ballots which made up 
nearly 12 per cent of the 7.8 
million votes cast. 

Charges that the poll was 
fraudulent, despite government 
efforts to ensure fairness, are also 
being widely voiced. 

At least 341 complaints were 
lodged with the Constitutional 
Council, in charge of the elec- 
tions. after the Dec. 26 vote gave 
the FIS 188 of 232 seats won 
outright. The 198 undecided seats 
go to a run-off on Jan. 16. 

Prime Minister Sidahmad Gho- 
zali. disappointed that 5.4 million 
of the electorate had failed to 
vote, said: “There were attempts 
to influence voters, either by 
threats or by promises which bor- 
der on exploitation..." 

AJ Watan newspaper on Tues- 
day accused the government and 
anti-fundamentalist parties of 
naivety, saying: "Neither... took 
into account the fact they faced a 
political formation which would 
not stand back from any means to 
achieve its objective." 

Commenting on the spoilt bal- 
lots and non-distribution of 
900,000 voting cards, it asked 
whether Mr. Ghozali really 
thought that local authorities, 
mostly FIS supporters, would be 
honest. 

Official appeals to voters who 
failed to get electoral cards for 
last month's first ballot appeared 
in newspapers on Tuesday. 

Hundreds of young people 
were going door-to-door in 
Annaba to try to update election 
lists which left 40.000 people — 
15 per cent of the nearly 300.000- 
strong electorate — without 
cards, the Algerian news agency 
APS said. 

The most stridently anri-FIS 
newspaper, Alger Republicain, 
asked: “How many more facts 
are needed to cancel the elec- 


NAIROB1 { AP) — Calling obsta- 
cles to peace “formidable," a 
senior U.N. official said Monday 
that an international peacekeeping 
force was needed to restore order 
in Mogadishu, Somalia's war-tom 
capital. 

“We cannot, in«the 20th cen- 
tury, tolerate such a situation,” 
James Jonah, U.N. undersecret- 
ary for African affairs, told jour- 
nalists after a three-day peace 
mission to Somalia. 

He said the United Nations 
would do everything it could to 
ensure a ceasefire in Mogadishu, 
which has been wracked by eight 
weeks of brutal clan fighting. 

The United Nations estimates 
the fighting has killed or wound- 
ed up to 20,000 people, mostly 
women and children. Hundreds 
of thousands have fled Moga- 
dishu and are camped without 
water, food or medicine in the 
surrounding shrub land. 

Asked if a peacekeeping force 
was needed. Mr. Jonah said: 
"This would be my personal 
assessment, but I cannot say what 
the Security Council will do.” 

He declined to disclose his re- 
commendations to U.N. Secret- 
ary General Butros Ghali, but 
said: "Obstacles to peace were 
formidable" — referring to the 
absence of a government and the 
presence thousands of armed 
men. 

During his trip, Mr. Jonah met 
both General Mohammad Farrah 
Aideed, a warlord and chairman 
of the ruling United Somali Con- 
gress (USC). and his bitter rival. 
President Ali Mahdi Mohammad. 
Hie two belong to separate sub- 
clans of the central Hawiiye dan. 

Mr. Jonah reported Friday that 
Gen. Aideed rejected a ceasefire 
and any foreign intervention 
since he saw it as intrusion into 
Somalia's internal affairs. Gen. 
Aideed only agreed to designate 
three hospitals as “zones of tran- 


Iraq: Nuclear reports are American lies 


BAGHDAD (R) — Reports that 
Iraq sent nuclear material to 
Algeria are American lies aimed 
at sabotaging its talks with th: 
U.N.. its trade minister said on 
Tuesday. 

“They are releasing big lies 
when Iraq is now discussing how 
to export oil,” Mohammad 
Mebdi Saleh told Reuters in an 
interview. 

Iraqi and United Nations offi- 
dals meet in Vienna this week to 
review a resolution allowng Iraq 
to sell oil under supervision to 
buy food and medidne. 

Britain's Sunday Times news- 
paper at the weekend said Iraq 
recently transferred more than 10 
tonnes of natural uranium to 
Algeria, prompting Western fears 
that the two countries could pro- 
duce an atomic bomb. 

Britain on Monday urged 
Algeria to sign an international 
treaty against nuclear prolifera- 
tion. 

A senior U.N. source in Bagh- 
dad said he had not previously 
heard of any transfers of uranium 
by Iraq. 

Algeria also denied that Iraq 
had sent it nuclear material or 
scientists. 

The Algerian Foreign Ministry 
said in a statement that Algeria 
"insists on categorically denying 
these reports, which are false or 
completely without basis.” 

The Algerian press accused the 
Sunday Times of preparing the 
ground for foreign intervention 
by trying to “demonise" Algeria 
and portray it as a country thre- 
atening world peace. 

“The relentless attacks of the 
Anglo-Saxon press on the Islamic 
nuclear weapon is that much 
stranger when compared with its 
silence on the Israeli atomic 
bomb, which well and truly ex- 
ists,” said the independent daily 
Al Watan. 

After the British military 
attache in Algiers was arrested 
near Algeria's only nuclear reac- 
tor last year, Algeria said it was 


ready to sign the nuclear Non- 
Proliferation Treaty. 

It said later that the reactor at 
’Ain Ouessra, 270 kilometres 
south of Algiers, was a 15- 
megawatt reactor designed for 
research and for producing radio- 
isotopes. 

Washington, which wants Pres- 
ident Saddam Hussein unseated, 
last week revived accusations that 
Iraq was deliberately withholding 
food from its people. It said U.N. 
sanctions imposed after Bagh- 
dad’s invasion of Kuwait should 


had been coping with sanctions 
by developing its internal eco- 
nomy, he added. 

Iraqi rice production had in- 
creased by 20 per cent from nor- 
mal levels, Mr. Saleh said, but he 
declined to give figures. 


Barzani: Kurds need money 


A hundred litres of diesel sells 
for less than Si in Iraq. The truck 
drivers can sell that amount for 
more than $70 at home. 

Mr. Archer, a former deputy 
chairman of Britain's Conserva- 
tive Party, is on a one-week visit 
to Kurdistan to see for himself 
what happened to $57 million 
that be helped raise for Kurdish 
refugees last year. 


stay. 

Iraq has rejected a U.N. prop- 
osal expiring in March to allow it 
to sell limited amounts of oil 
under supervision as inadequate 
and an infringement of its 
sovereignty. 

"(Resolution) 706 is impractic- 
al and it interferes in our internal 
situation... if these are avoided 
then definitely Iraq is willing to 
sell oil to buy food and medidne 
for its people," Mr. Saleh said. 


Kurdish leader Massoud Bar- 
zani told visiting British politidan 
Jeffrey Archer on Monday that 
Kurds had to connive in breaking 
U.N. sanctions against Iraq be- 
cause they needed the customs 
revenue. 

Mr. Archer, a best-selling au- 
thor and conservative member of 
parliament, told a news confer- 
ence in Iraqi Kurdistan he bad 
raised sanctions with Mr. Barzani 
after seeing hundreds of Turkish 
trucks going home loaded with 
Iraqi diesel fuel. 


Mr. Archer gave Mr. Barzani a 
.letter from British Prime Minister 
John Major promising that coali- 
tion forces, including British 
Jaguar aircraft, would remain in 
southern Turkey for at least 
another six months to deter any 
Iraqi attack. 


He said on Tuesday Mr. Barza- 
ni was giving him an answer for 
Mr. Major outlining his current 
concerns. 


He said American companies 
were suffering from a U.S. reces- 
sion partly due to the trade 
embargo and were eager to do 
business with Iraq, which be said 
spent over $5 billion a year m the 
United States. 

He said Iraq had recently 
agreed to buy 650,000 tonnes of 
rice from Thailand after Amer- 
ican rice producers, its traditional 
source, said they could not con- 
clude the $200 million contracts. 
But the money to pay for the Thai 
rice still frozen in a U.S.-based 
bank. 


Mr. Barzani told the same 
news conference the Kurds 
needed the customs duty from the 
illicit trade to pay teachers and 
civil servants who lost their salar- 
ies when Baghdad imposed an 
economic blockade on rebel-held 
northern Iraq 10 weeks ago. 


Opposition says 80 executed 


"Iraq has built up very strong 
ties and economic cooperation 
(with the United States), specifi- 
cally in food and now this food is 
being used as a weapon," the 
minister said. 

Mr. Saleh said a joint venture 
with General Motors to assemble 
90.000 cars a year in Iraq had also 
been scrapped. 

Iraq, which spends about $100 
million a month on food rations. 


"I would love to stop it, but I 
can't,” said Mr. Barzani, leader 
of the Kurdistan Democratic Par- 
ty. ‘The government has not paid 
salaries here for the last three 
months." 

The rebel leader estimated that 
400,000 people, 10 per cent of the 
Kurdish population in nonhem 
Iraq, were dependent on govern- 
ment salaries or pensions. 


Iraq has executed 80 officers 
involved in an abortive coup last 
month. Iraqi opposition sources 
were quoted as saying Tuesday. 

The official Syrian Arab News 
Agency quoted the sources as 
saying in Tehran that the plot was 
foiled when an army officer, iden- 
tified only as Mufleh Al Rawi, 
exposed the alleged conspirators. 

The sources told the Syrian 
agency that the government later 
decorated Rawi. 


The tariff on diesel crossing the 
Iraqi-Turkish border offsets only 
a portion of lost government re- 
venues, be added. 

The British television news 
organisation ITN said a 10- 
kilometre line of about 8,000 
trucks, each carrying 1,000 gal- 
lons, was backed up at the main 
border crossing. 


SANA identified the sources as 
members of the Supreme Assem- 
bly of the Islamic Revolution of 
Iraq, the main Iraqi Shiite Mus- 
lim opposition movement which 
is based in Tehran. 

There was no independent con- 
firmation of the report. 

Kurdish rebel leader Jalal 
Talabam last week said the gov- 
ernment will be overthrown soon 
and claimed that his forces could 
' arrange a popular uprising with 
support from some... military di- 
visions." 


O’Connor demonstrates a 
Vatican warming to Israel 


quility" where international 
workers could treat the wounded. 

On Monday, however, the 
humanitarian organisation doc- 
tors without borders withdrew 
five of its workers from Moga- 
dishu after a bomb landed at one 
of the hospitals there. 

After meeting Saturday with 
Ali Mahdi, Mr. Jonah said the 
president welcomed the idea of a 
peacekeeping force, but gave no 
further details. 

The United Somali Congress 
chased former President Moham- 
mad Siad Barre from Mogadishu 
last January after a month of 
bitter fighting that left the town in 
ruins. Mr. Ali Mahdi was 
appointed president and Gen. 
Aideed began plotting his ouster 
after he won party chairmanship 
in June. 

Their rivalry first erupted into 
three days of bloodletting in 
September. 

On Sunday, Mr. Jonah went to 
northern Somalia — which calls 
itself Somaliland republic after 
seceding in May — to see if it 
would consider rejoining the rest 
of the country. The region is 
ruled by the Somali National 
Congress, the oldest of the fac- 
tions that sought Mr. Siad Barre's 
ouster. 

Mr. Jonah later travelled its 
seaside town of Boosaaso. 1,120 
kilometres north of Mogadishu. 
Earlier Sunday, unidentified gun- 
men had shot dead a Bulgarian 
doctor there with the United Na- 
tions Children's Fund and 
seriously wounded her Russian 
male colleague. 

A Somali woman physician was 
also slain and a compatriot 
medical worker seriously injured 
in the attack. Mr. Jonah de- 
scribed the killings as “assassina- 
tions" and said the United Na- 
tions was considering temporarily 
evacuating its workers from 
Boosaaso. 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AF) — New York Cardinal John 
O'Connor, touring the Holy 
Land Monday, said the Vatican 
was demonstrating an openness 
with Israel and could play the role 
of peacemaker in the Middle 
East. 

The Roman Catholic 
archbishop visited Catholic relief 
missions in the Biblical town of 
Bethlehem in the occupied West 
Bank. He also met with Mayor 
Elias Freij, who is a Palestinian 
delegate to the Arab-Israeli 
peace talks." 

Cardinal O'Connor later met 
with Labour Party leader Shimon 
Peres and then met with Jeru- 
salem's Israeli mayor, Teddy Kol- 
ktk, at bis office. 

The Vatican and Israel are 
“moving doser to a convergence” 
and there seems to be "a matur- 
ing openness towards discus- 
sions,'' Cardinal O’Connor said 
to reporters after his meeting 
with Mr. Kotlek. 

“I am one who has been con- 
stantly encouraging movement 
along these lines," he added. 

The Vatican has never estab- 
lished diplomatic relations with 
Israel, but has recognised its ex- 
istence. One of the major issues 
preventing ties is the Jewish 
state's claim of “sovereignty over 
Jerusalem," which the Holy See 
prefers to place under interna- 
tional control. 

On Sunday. Cardinal O’Con- 
nor departed from a longstanding 
Vatican policy against meeting 
Israeli leaders in their offices by 
seeing Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir at his occupied Jerusalem 
office and President Chaim Her- 
zog at his official residence. 

Asked if the Vatican had 
approved of this. Cardinal 
O'Connor said: “Well, I came 
down here from Rome." 

During his last visit in 1987, the 
cardinal stirred a controversy 
when he agreed to meet with 
then-Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres only at bis occupied Jeru- 
salem home. As a compromise he 


tans. 

But he said that there were 
injustices on both sides of the 
conflict: “I have repeatedly said 
that to impute injustices exclu- 
sively to Israel is a gross distor- 
tion.” 

Moshe Gilboa, adviser to 
Israel’s foreign minister on 
church affairs, said a stream of 
world church leaders have visited 
Israel because the peace process 
has created a better atmosphere. 

The bead of the Church of 
England, Archbishop of Canter- 
bury George Carey, toured file 
occupied West Bank on Monday 
and attended Orthodox Christ- 
mas celebrations in Bethlehem on 
the second day of his visit. He is 
in the Holy Land to celebrate the 
150th anniversary of the Anglican 
Church in Jerusalem. 

‘Cardinal O'Connor was sche- 
duled to visit the city of Nazareth 
Tuesday before leaving for 
Rome. Israel was die last stop on 
the cardinal’s 11-day swing 
through the Middle East after 
travelling to Egypt, Lebanon and 
Jordan. 


Kuwaiti official’s daughter 


NEW YORK (R) — A Kuwaiti 
teenager who told the U.S. Con- 
gress that she saw Iraqi soldiers 
tear babies from incubators was 
identified on Monday as the 
Kuwaiti ambassador’s daughter 
amid charges that she was used to 
deceive Americans in a prop- 
aganda war. 

John McArthur, a New York 
publisher and human rights activ- 
ist who revealed the 15-year-old 
girl's identity, said she was used 
by a powerful Washington public 
relations firm to tell a widely 
disputed tale of Iraqi atrocities 
that helped steer the United 
States into the Gulf war. 


The charges were angrily de- 
nied by her father, the Kuwaiti 
ambassador to the United States 
Saud Nasir Al Sabah, and by file 
public relations firm, FE1I and 
Knowlton, which works for 
Kuwait. 

They insisted that Nayirafa Al 
Sabah's testimony was true and 
based on what she saw during the 
occupation. 

Hill and Knowlton also said 
that the bead of the congressional 
human rights caucus, Democratic 
Representative Tom Lantos, and 
top committee staff members 
knew who she was and allowed 
her to testify in October 1990 
without revealing her name to 
protect relatives still in Kuwait. 

But John Edward Porter, the 
ranking Republican representa- 
tive on the committee, said if he 
bad known the girl was the 
ambassador’s daughter, he would 
not have allowed her to testify. 

Mr. Porter said several other 
witnesses at the hearing tokl simi- 
lar stories and he thought there 
was strong evidence to support 
the charges against Iraq.. 

Mr. Lantos said he knew who 


the girl was but added that it was 
conceivable that specifics were 
inaccurate. If it turned out that 
the girl was not a victim or a 
witness to atrocities, “I am owed 
an apology," Mr. Lantos said. 

Reuters, in an earlier story on 
Monday, quoted Mr. Lantos as 
saying he did not know her identi- 
ty, but the congressman said his 
remarks were misunderstood. 

Mr. MacArthur, the publisher 
of Harper’s magazine, revealed 
the girl's identity in an article in 
the op-ed page of the New York 
Times on Monday. 

In a subsequent interview, he 
told Reuters, “I don’t know 
whether she was lying or not. I 
can’t be proved unless she comes 
forward again. 

“But I know that the story of 
Iraqi soldiers ripping babies from 
incubators was disproved, and 
(human rights group) Amnesty 
International withdrew its report 
saying that 312 babies died that 
way.” 

Mr. MacArthur said that Presi- 
dent George Bush used the in- 
cubator story six times in 
speeches and that seven senators 
cited it as a reason for their 
votings to give the president au- 
thorisation for going to war. 

Ambassador Sabah said his 
daughter had told the truth about 
what she had seen in Kuwait dur- 
ing the occupation and that her 
charges had been later verified by 
the head of the Kuwaiti Red 
Crescent, among other witnesses. 

Mr. MacArthur said the whole 
incident proved that Hill and 
Knowlton, an international pub- 
lic relations agency that repre- 
sents several other countries in- 
ducting Turkey and China, had 
an undue influence over Con- 
gress. 
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did visit President Herzog at his 
official residence. 

According to the cardinal. 
Pope John Paid II has said the 
Palestinian problem must be 
solved, the status of Jerusalem 
dearly defined, and the rights of 
Christians ensured before the 
Holy See would establish di- 
plomatic relations with Israel. 

Cardinal O’Connor said that 
after the Gulf war an opportunity 
had been created for the Arab- 
Israeli conflict to be resolved. 

“Ibis seems to me to be an 
opportune time for the church to 
enter in as a peacemaker and 
reconciler,” be said. “The church 
could help resolve the Middle 
East conflict because it is not a 
political power, but strictly a 
moral power.” 

The Roman Catholic prelate 
said the church has a natural 
understanding for the Arab side 
of the conflict because there are 
Palestinian Catholics and Christ- 


‘duped’ Congress on Iraqis 


MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 


2 Kuwaiti policemen seized near Iraqi border 


KUWAIT (R) — Two Kuwaiti policemen were seized by Iraqi*, in 
the demilitarised zone between Iraq and Kuwait on Tuesday, a 
spokesman for the United NATIONS Iraq-Kuwait Observer 
Mission (UNIKOMf SAID. Abdul Latif Kabfcaj told Reuter* 
Kuwaiti-authorities informed UNIKOM. whose soWiers are ps*. 
rolling the 240-kilometre long border between ihe two countries, of 
the incident. UNIKOM observers saw a Kuwaiti helicopter and 
eight vehicles camring 15 Kuwaiti policemen setting out in search 
of the men. The incident was the Tut* of its kind since three Kuwaiti 
fishermen were seized bv the Iraqis about three weeks ago. They 
were released soon afterwards. UNIKOM was investigating the 
incident to try to get the men released. Mr. Kabbaj said. UNIKOM 
began patrolling the demilitarised zone — which extends 10 
kilometres into Iraq and five kilometres into Kuwait — after the 
U.S-led allies ended the seventh-month Iraqi occupation of 
Kuwait. Iraq has never accepted a boundary approved hy (he Arab 
League in 1962 after it claimed Kuwait was part of Ira?. Baghdad 
last week handed over two Americans and a Filipino who were held 
for nearly a month after straying into the demilitarised zone. 


Azerbaijani president to visit Turkey 


ANKARA (R) — Azerbaijan's President Ayaz Mutalibov wiH visit 
Turkey later this month for talks expected to focus on the 
Nagorno-Karabakh dispute with Armenia and bilateral relations. 
The left-leaning Cumhuriyet daily on Tuesday quoted Foreign 
Minister Hikmet Cerin as saying Mr. Mutalibov would visit Terkey 
from Jan. 23 to 25, his second trip here since Azerbaijan declared 
independence from the former Soviet Union in August- Turkey has 
previously offered to mediate in Azerbaijan’s longstanding conflict 
with neighbouring Armenia over the Armenian-dominated enclave 
of Nagorno-Karabakh. "We suggested to Azerbaijani Prime 
Minister Hasan Hasanov that the Nagorno-Karabakh issue could 
be solved peacefully through bilateral talks." Mr. Cetin told 
Cumhuriyet. He was referring to a telephone call from Prime 
Minister Suleyman Demirel last month, urging Azerbaijan to show 
restraint when Soviet peace-keeping troops were leaving the 
enclave. Turkey has taken pains to avoid taking sides in the quarrel 
despite its ethnic and cultural offinities with Azerbaijan. Mr. Cetin 
said Turkey wanted to boost economic and diplomatic ties with the 
Caucasian republics on its doorstep. “We are deeply interested in 
developments in these republics and we follow ail the issues 
between them." he added. 


Israeli foreign minister to visit Portugal 


TEL AVIV (R) — Israeli Foreign Minister David Levy will go to 
Portugal on Sunday for a three-day official visit, a foreign ministry 
spokeswoman said Tuesday. Mr. levy will discuss the Middle East 
peace process and improving Europe an- Israeli relations with 
Portuguese Prime Minister Anibal Cavaco Silva and Foreign 
Minister Joao de Deus Pinheiro. she said. Portugal assumed the 
rotating presidency of the European Community on Jan. i. The EC 
condemned as illegal on Sunday Israel's decision to expel 12 
Palestinians and called on all parties to avoid acts that would 
jeopardise the Middle East peace process. "The community and its 
member states express thetr grave concern following the recent 
derision by the Israeli government to depon 12 Palestinians from 
the occupied territories, an illegal derision with regard to interna- 
tional law, in particular the Fourth Geneva Convention,” the EC 
said in a statement. 


U.N. resumes airlift to Sudanese town 


NAIROBI (AP) — After a four-month suspension, the United 
Nations has resumed an airlift of food to 150.000 war victims in a 
besieged town in southern Sudan. A statement sent to news 
organisations in Nairobi by the Rome-based U.N. World Food 
Programme (WFP) said the airlift to the regional capital of Waa 
began Monday. The statement said the airlift, using two charteted 
Antonov 26 cargo planes capable of carrying five' tonnes, would 
deliver about 1,333 metric tonnes of food "in the next two months. 
Wau, the capital of Bahr Al Ghazal province, is aboot 1,040 
kilometres south of Sudan's capital of Khartoum and is besieged by 
the rebel Sudan People’s Liberation Army (SPLA). The aircraft 
will make two trips each daily from Al Obeid. another provincial 
town about 640 kilometres north of Wau. Relief organisations, 
including United Nations agencies, suspended all flights to Wau in 
September after a WFP-chartered Hercules L-100 cprgo plane was 
destroyed by a land mine on landing and the crew badly injured. 
The statement said food supplies had dwindled to near starvation 
levels and quoted the area's Roman Catholic Bishop Joseph 
Nyyekendi as saying ‘‘the lives of thousands of human beings are at 
stake." Before the airlift was suspended, the United Nations had 
delivered about 666 of a planned 2.000 metric tonnes of food. Wan, 
like most of southern Sudan, is gripped by fighting between 
government forces and the SPLA. The rebels took up arms in 1983 
to fight for increased autonomy for the predominantly Christian 
and animist south. 


5 railway workers killed in Sudan accident 


KHARTOUM (AP) — Five railway workers were killed when 
their train derailed as they were on their way to salvage a passenger 
train that bad a similar accident earlier, a newspaper reported 
Tuesday. The government-run Al Sudan Al Hadith said the 
workers were on going from the town of Gebeit in eastern Sudan to 
Shendi, 450 kilometres to the north when the accident occurred- ' 
The report said no one was hurt in .the passenger train that derailed 
at Jabel Jari, 75 kilometres north of the capital Khartoum. 


Egyptian trawler rescues Ethiopian seamen 
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Apple 700/ TOO 

Banana 500 / 450 

Banana (Mokaouner) 550 / 500 

Beans SS0/450 

Ca** 3 * 0 180/120 

Cams 22H tfiO 
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C“comben(hi^V!"7!""” 250/200 
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Eggplant 2007160 
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Unwo 180/120 

Marrow (Urge) [50/ KM 

Marrow (small) 320/ 260 
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Ontoo (dry) 180/120 

Oranges 420/250 

Pepper (tot) 550 / 450 

Pepper (sweet) 450/4® 

Potato , 340/2® 

Sage 600/3® 

Spinach igo/120 

Tomato - 420(360 


CAIRO (R) — An Egyptian trawler rescued 54 Ethiopian seamen 
from rough Red Sea waters after their ship sank in bad weather, 
Egyptian officials said on Tuesday. They said six crewmen drowned 
when the unnamed Ethiopian ship went down on Dec. 27 midway 
between Eritrea and Yemen, the officials said. The Egyptian 
trawler answered its distress call and arrived at the scene later that ?- 
day^The rescued sailors were in good condition when they landed 
on Tuesday at the remote Egyptian town of Shalatein near file 
border with Sudan. Last month an Egyptian ferry with about 650 
people on board hit a reef and sank off Egypt’s Red Sea Port of 
Safaga. At least 350 passengers and crew drowned. 
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pir Zeit University president condemns closure 
order, planned deportation of 12 Palestinians 


- _ . By Serene Hafe^a 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Palestinian 
. . Council of Higher Education 
in the Occupied Territories de- 
signated Tuesday as a day of 
solidarity with Bir Zeit Uni- 
versity in protest to a recent 
■ decision by the Israeli occupa- 
tion forces to renew the closure 
order against the university. 

“As you might be aware of. 
Bit Zeit University has been 
dosed since the beginning of 
the intifada in December 1987 
by a series of consecutive milit- 
ary orders, each of which im- 
poses a closure period of three 
months,” said Dr. Hanna 
Nasir, president of Bir Zeit 
University, at a press confer- 
ence held at the liaison office 
here. “Through this proce- 
dure, the university has by now 
been closed on a continuous 
basis for a period of more than 
four years.” 

Dr. Nasir said that the clo- 
sure of Bir Zeit four years 
has “seriously disrupted the 
academic and community life 
of the university. 

“As far as we know, there 
has not been a case in history 
where a university has been 


ordered closed for such a 
period,” Dr. Nasir said. In the 
past 20 years, the university 
has been subjected to about 15 
closure orders, he added. 

The Israeli occupying forces 
renewed the closure order on 
Dec. 1. claiming that the order 
is “necessary for the mainte- 
nance of security in the occu- 
pied territories.” 

However, Dr. Nasir main- 
tained that “these alleged 
security justifications seem 
mere excuses to cover for the 
policies which try to hamper 
Palestinian education. 

“The Israeli policy towards 
the education of Palestinians is 
complementary to the Israeli 
political and military aims 
themselves — namely an 
attempt at a total subjugation 
of the Palestinian people and 
their land,” Dr. Nasir said. 

“The university considers 
the extended closure of its 
campus as a very serious 
offense, in fact it considers it a 
criminal offense against educa- 
tion," he added. 

Dr. Nasir described the 
latest closure order as an 
“obstacle in the path of peace. 

“This latest order comes at a 
time when a peace settlement 


is envisioned,” he said. “It 
dearly indicates that Israel is 
more interested in placing 
obstacles in the path of peace 
rather than- being actively in- 
volved in it.” 

Dr. Nasir said the occupying 
forces have continuously ha- 
rassed students, teachers 
and staff members at the uni- 
vesity through “malidous prac- 
tices” such as jailing thousands 
of students, beating, shooting, 
killing and deporting them. 

The call for solidarity with 
Bir Zeit University comes at a 
particularly sensitive time as 
Israeli authorities are prepar- 
ing to deport 12 Palestinians 
from the occupied territories. 

“The university deplores 
and condemns the latest slated 
expulsion order of 12 Palesti- 
nians, two of whom are from 
the university community, one 
is a staff member and the other 
is a student," said Dr. Nasir, 
who was expelled in 1974 for 
being politically and sodally 
active. 

He identified the two depor- 
tees as Omar Nimr Assaf, a 
staff member working in the 
university’s library, and Ali 
Fans A1 Khatib, a business 
student at the university. 

“This is not the first time the 


university is affected by expul- 
sion orders. Deportations in- 
cluded the president of the 
university, the head of the stu- 
dent council and some other 
faculty, staff members and stu- 
dents," Dr. Nasir said. 

Dr. Nasir appealed to the 
international community to 
“move beyond mere conde- 
mnation and take immediate 
and effective measures to bait 
this illegal and immoral policy. 

“We ask ail concerned indi- 
viduals as well as educational 
and public institutions and 
organisations to protest the 
closure and help put an end to 
the flagrant violations of 
Israel," Dr. Nasir said. "We 
ask that the United Nations, 
UNESCO. International Asso- 
ciation of Universities and 
similar organisations take a 
more active role in dealing 
with these issues.” 

With a sense of determina- 
tion, Dr. Nasir said that the 
university will stand up to the 
occupying forces and will “con- 
tinue its struggle to see that it is 
re-opened and that its students 
faculty, staff and administra- 
tion can resume their normal 
academic role on their campus 
without coercion or harass- 
ment." 
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; Conference 
:u K to review 
work of 
local councils 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Minis- 
try of Municipal and Rural 
Affairs and the Environment will 
organise a general conference for 
municipal and village councils in 
the Kingdom towards the end of 
January to review various issues 
relevant to the local councils' 
work. 

The announcement was made 
by Minister of Municipal and 
Rural Affairs Abdul Razzak 
Tubeishat, who said that laws and 
regulations related to the work of 
local councils will be reviewed. 

Many changes and develop- 
ments occurred over the past 
decade, justifying a revision of 
existing * regulations. Econo- 
mic. social and demographic 
changes call for an upgrading of 
these laws to. provide for ex- 
panded and .improved services,' 
said the minister.', Z } . 

The local councils should be 
helped to distribute their services 
in a fair manner and cany out 
their municipal projects, said Dr. 
Tubeishat. 

The Ministry is contemplating 
the idea of organising elections at 
all towns in Jordan on the same 
day of the year, Dr. Tubeishat 
noted. 

He also announced that the 
ministry was examining the pros- 
pect of creating a major munici- 
jpality for the greater Irbid region. 


Minister denies report that governors’ 
action during snowstorm will be reviewed 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Interior 
Minister Jawdat Al Sboul Tues- 
day denied a report in Al Dust our 
daily Monday that four governors 
will be asked to account for their 
shortcomings during .the past 
snowstorm, noting that all offi- 
cials spared no effort in dealing 
with the consequences of the 
weather conditions. 

The report is totally groundless 
and has no truth, the minister 
said in a statement to the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra. 

All citizens in all govern orates 
realise that the governors were at 
the head of the teams involved in 
providing relief assistance to the 
public in their respective areas, 
the minister said. 

Mr. Sboul made the statement 
on the second day of his return 
here from a meeting in Tunis 
where be discussed with Arab 
ministers of interior means of 
promoting security in the Arab 
World and facilities for Arab 
travellers in Arab countries. 
Several resolutions were passed' 
related to these matters. 

Two local dailies Tuesday dealt 
on the consequence of the severe 
weather conditions in the King- 
dom, with Al Dustour daily call- 
ing on the govenment to open an 
inquiry to investigate into short- 
comings on the part of a number 
of departments. 

The paper also called for the 
creation of emergency commit- 
tees to deal with similar situations 



Jawdat Al Sboul 


and coordinate the work of the 
dvil defence, the public works 
and the armed forces involved in 
dealing with the results of the 
weather conditions. 

• Al Ra’i daily noted with satis- 
faction reports about replenish- 
ment of the dams in the King- 
dom. But, it said that since some 
of these dams where filled with 
water in the first month of the 
rainy season, it was reasonable to 
think about building more dams 
to collect more water which was 
being lost. 

The paper noted that the gov- 
ernment had earlier aimounced 
plans to build dams, but the 
projects were not implemented. 

The snowstorm and frost have, 
however, left negative effects on 


the crops in the northern Jordan 
Valley region. A report in the 
local press said that the frost 
banned large areas of farmlands 
in the Mash are' and Wadi Yabis 
regions with areas sustaining up 
to 90 per cent losses. 

Some areas estimated at 50 
dunums grown with barley were 
said to have been inundated with 
River Jordan water when it swel- 
led during the storm. According 
to the report, farmlands grown 
with marrows, potatoes and 
bananas were affected and that 
some citrus trees were ruined. 

Meanwhile, residents of Wadi 
Mouse and other areas in the 
south, which was the worst hit by 
the storm, reported Tuesday that 
electricity had been restored to 
their region Monday evening. 
According to Jordan Electricity 
Authority (JEA) sources, the last 
few villages in the south will have 
their electric power supply res- 
tored by Tuesday evening. 

Several ministers were re- 
ported Tuesday still supervising 
the work of teams in reopening 
roads and offering other vital 
assistance to the inhabitants of 
Maan. Tafileh and other areas. 

A Jordanian benefactor, 
Riyadh Al Mifleh, Tuesday 
announced his donation of 80 
tonnes of flour to the needy 
people of Tafileh, Shobak and 
Maan. The Jordan National Red 
Crescent Society is to take charge 
of distributing the flour donation 
in the coming two days. 


ci« Committee looks at ways of informing ' 

■ people on need to protect environment 
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AMMAN (Petra) — The In- 
formation Committee of the 
Higher Steering Committee for 
the National Strategy’on the En- . 
vironment Tuesday met under 
the chairmanship of Interior 
Ministry Secretary General Trad 
Al Fayez and discussed the com- 
nritiee’s work, duties and issues 
assigned to it. 

It also looked into means of 
implementing the policies and 
programmes capable of informing 
people of the importance of safe- - 
guarding the environment. 

Mr. Al Fayez stressed the im- 
porvance of activating the role of 
information in translating the- 
National Strategy for Safeguard- 
ing tire Environment and the 
need for formulating a policy to 
support the strategy. 

Mr. Al Fayez reiterated the 
importance of forging closer 


coordination among the official 
and private media and the other 
sectors involved in implementing 
the national strategy. He called- 
for translating the strategy into 
' information programmes, for 
showing slides, sending out flyers 
and delivering lectures highlight- 
ing the importance of protecting 
the environment. 

He said, that the Jordanian 
National Charter has called for 
protecting the environment and 
stressed the need for ensuring a 
dean and balanced environment, 
saying that it is one of the rights 
every citizen is entitled to. 

Mr. Al Fayez called for pro- 
tecting the Jordanian environ- 
ment from pollution for the interest 
of the present and future genera- 
tions. 

Mr. Al Fayez also highlighted 


the importance of creating a cen- 
tral committee which should be 
entrusted with carryig out the 
information work needed to in- 
form dtizens of the need to pro- 
tect the environment. He called 
for providing a spedal budget for 
this committee. 

The meeting came up with an 
agreement to form a mini- 
information committee which will 
work out a plan of action. Partid- 
pants also suggested that a higher 
information committee be 
formed with minister of municip- 
al and rural affairs and the en- 
vironment- as its head. 

The meeting was an ended by 
Dr. Saleh Al Shara’a. director of 
the Environment Department 
at the Ministry of Mnnidpal and 
Rural Affairs and the Environ- 
ment. 
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Home News in Brief 


Polish official to arrive today 

AMMAN (Petra) — Poland’s Deputy Foreign 
Minister Jan Majewski will arrive in Amman 
today on a three-day visit to Jordan during which 
heryriU hold talks with officials. The talks win (test 
with the latest developments in the region and 
issues of common interest in addition to ways of 
prompting cooperation between Jordan and Po- 


Mhiister reviews conditions in 

Tafileh 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Sodal Develop- 
ment Aram Mashaqba reviewed Tuesday with 
Tafileh Governor Khalid Al Bawafiz the social 
situation in the govemoraie and the services the 
mnqerned authorities provide to help dtizens 
overcome the effects of the recent blizzard in the 
Kingdom. Mr, Bawafiz said the Social Develop- 


ment Department in the Tafileh Govemorate, 
within its limited capabilities, has managed to 
extend assistance to dtizens stranded by the 
storm. Mr. Mashaqba toured several villages in 
the govemorate and was familiarised with the 
conditions of dtizens there. 

Ministry clears 2,500 
kilometres of roads of snow 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Ministry of Public 
Works and Housing has re-opened 2,500 
kilometres of roads which were closed by snow- 
storms which swept Jordan last week. Public 
Works and Housing Minister Saad Hayel Surour 
said Tuesday. He said the roads were re-opened 
by the use of 105 machineries which were 
supervised by 469 engineers and technicians. Of 
the total number of machineries, the minister 
said, 43 were of the ministry and the rest 
- belonged to contractors working with the mink- 

try- 


Ministers 

tour 

southern 

regions 

MAAN (Petra) — Ministers of 
labour, water and irrigation and 
sodal development Tuesday con- 
tinued their tour of the southern 
regions of Jordan inspecting relief 
work and the reopening of roads 
blocked by snow. 

Qasem Gharaibeh, Maan's 
governor, breifed the ministers 
on the general situation, giving 
deatils about the water, electric- 
ity. fuel supplies and other essen- 
tial services. He stud that all 
roads in the govemorate were 
reopened but tbe roads leading to 
the villages were still blocked. 

Tbe governor told tbe ministers 
that tire badia police and army 
helicopters were following up tbe 
work of supplying bedouin settle- 
ments with basic Food supplies 
and strenuous efforts were being 
exerted to restore electricity to 
villages in tbe Sbobak area. 

The three ministers inspected 
Wadi Mousa, where roads were 
reopened Tuesday, and met with 
the municipal council and Parlia- 
ment members of the southern 
area to discuss services. 


CORRECTION 

Due to an editing error, an 
article on page 3 of Tuesday’s 
edition of the Jordan Times 
incorrectly stated that a semi- 
nar to discuss commercial ap- 
plications of solar and wind 
energy was to begin Tuesday. 
The seminar will take place in 
the period of April 7 and April 
16. The Jordan Times regrets 
the error. 


Jordan’s Illiteracy rate down to 1 9% 


from 67 


AMMAN (J-T.) — In a space of 
30 years, the Ministry of Educa- 
tion has succeeded in reducing 
the illiteracy rate in Jordan from 
67.6 per cent to 19 per cent, 
according to a ministry report 
issued Tuesday. 

By the end of the present* 
century, the report said, the rate 
is expected to decline to nearly S 
per cent. 

Thanks to intensive efforts on 
the part of educationists and the 
presence of 500 adult education 
and literacy centres, the illiteracy 
rate in the Kingdom declined 
from 67.6 per cent in 1961 to 19 
per cent by the end of 1991 , said 
the report, which was published 
in observance of the Arab Day 
for the Eradication of Illiteracy. 

One of the recommendations 
and resolutions passed by the first 
National Educational Conference 
of 1987 was to reduce the illitera- 
cy rale to zero by the end of the 
present century. But the ministry 
can only hope to bring down the 
rate to 8 per cent by the year 
2000, the report said. 

The reduction of the illiteracy 
rate in Jordan is considered a 
major achievement which was 


accomplished through coopera- 
tion with the United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organisation (UN- 
ESCO), according to Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister of 
Education Thouqan Hindawi. 

Addressing a special ceremony 
organised by the General Federa- 
tion of Jordanian Women, the 
minister said that the ministry 
opened schools in various parts of 
the Kingdom in a bid to eradicate 
illiteracy completely. Through 
the adult education centres, the 
ministry has succeeded in provid- 
ing basic education to 300,000 
adults so far. the minister said. 

The illiteracy rate among 
women in Jordan is four times 
that among men, the minister 
said at the ceremony. 

General Union of Voluntary 
Societies (GUVS) Executive 
President Abdullah Al Kharib 
told the meeting that GUVS was 
cooperating closely with the 
Ministry of Education to cany 
out programmes for the eradica- 
tion of illiteracy in the Kingdom. 

At the end of the ceremony, 
the minister distributed diplomas 
to 70 graduates from vocational 
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training courses, including dress- 
making, trice and artificial flower 
arrangements. 

The problem of illiteracy has 
deep adverse effects on social and 
economic sectors of any society 
and officials have been trying to 
deal with this problem by provid- 
ing evening classes for illiterate 
people and those who did not 
have the opportunity to learn 
when they were young, the report 
noted. 

Quoting international statis- 
tics, the report said that the num- 
ber of illiterate people in the 
world is now estimated at one 
biiiion. nearly one quarter of the 
total number of adults. It said 
that 98 per cent of those illiterate 
persons are found in developing 
nations. 

As to rhe Arab World, a 1985 
statistical bulletin reported that 
there were 36 million illiterates. 
51 per cent of the total Arab 
population above 15 years of age. 
the report noted. Buu it said, by 
1989 the number rose to 43 mil- 
lion. 44 per cent of the above 15 
years of age category. 

In 1952 the Ministry of Educa- 


tion made basic education com- 
pulsory for all people, opening 
the way for male and female 
pupils to acquire education free 
for at least nine grades, lat? r 
raising the level to 10 grades in 
19$7, the report pointed out. 

It said that in the past year, the 
average number of registered stu- 
dents learning at the first primary 
class stood at 97 per cent of the 
tola! number of children of first 
primary class age. 

Ensuring that children attend 
school is one way of dealing with 
the question of illiteracy, the 
report found. The other is 
through opening literacy and 
aJuii education classes for those 
who missed their basic education, 
the report added. 

Now. these classes are spread 
ali over the various govemorates 
of the Kingdom, providing free 
education to illiterates. The re- 
port referred to the ministry’s 
continued cooperation with the 
UNESCO and said that, like 
oiher countries. Jordan is benefit- 
ing from UNESCO's assistance in 
proriding basic education to all 
citizens. 




Her Royal Highness Princess Basina Tuesday 
addresses a seminar on improving the educational 
system in Jordan. The Princess praised leathers 


For their efforts (o upgrade the level of education 
is the Kingdom (Petra photo) 


Princess Basma praises teachers 7 efforts 


AMMAN (Petra) — A group of 
30 teachers from five private 
schools in Amman gathered at 
the Amman National School 
Tuesday for a two-day workshop 
entitled: "Let us Share our Edu- 
cational Experience.” 

Educational topics, school acti- 
vities, Arabic language, social 
subjects in the curricula related to 
heritage and proposals for prom- 
oting class work are among the 
topics on the agenda. 

The workshop was opened by 
Her Royal Highness Princess 
Basma, who said that the educa- 
tional process was in need of 
open minds and intellects so as to 
pave the way for creative minds 
to work, assisted by modern sci- 
ence and technology. 

Given the appropriate atmos- 
phere for development and pro- 
vided with the tools for educa- 
tion, the young generation is 
bound to excel in performance, 
said the Princess. 

The workshop, organised by 


the Amman National School, was 
a pioneering idea and one way of 
moving ahead with plans to de- 
velop the national educational 
system as envisaged by the Minis- 
try of Education, said Princess 
Basma. 

Princess Basma called for 
further interaction among the 
teaching staff with the purpose of 
providing better service to the 
young generation. 

Minister of Education Thou- 
qan Hindawi, who attended the 
opening session, noted that the 
1987 Educational Conference cal- 
led for promoting the qualifica- 
tions and performance of 
teachers and for sharing experi- 
ences. 

The Ministry of Education 
embarked on a project to up- 
grade the qualifications of 
teachers in 1988 and through 
cooperation with universities, it is 
now offering on-the-job training 
to 14,000 teachers and school 
principals. Mr. Hindawi said. 


The principal of the Amman 
National School. Dara Al Taher. 
said that the workshop offered a 
good opportunity for teachers to 
exchange ideas and proposals for 
improving the educational sys- 
tem. 


Mercedes 
Benz donates 
buses to NHF 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Her Majesty 
Queen Noor was presented Tues- 
day with two buses by Mercedes 
Benz in Jordan for the Noor Al 
Hussein Foundation (NHF). 

One of the buses will be used to 
transport students residing in dis- 
tant areas to the Handicrafts 
Training Centre in Salt, accord- 
ing to a statement from the 
Oueer.’s Office. The other bus 
will be used for other NHF pro- 
jects in rural areas. 

Attending the meeting were 
NHF Director General Inam 
Mufti. Mercedes Benz Agents 
Hanna and Nadeent Gharghour 
and the company's director 
general. Azar Bawah. 

The Queen was briefed about 
Mercedes Benz's project to pro- 
duce buses in three different sizes 
in Jordan in the future, according 
to the statement. All components 
except for the chassis and engine 
will be manufactured and assem- 
bled in Jordan. 


THE HASHEMITE KINGDOM OF JORDAN 
JORDAN ELECTRICITY AUTHORITY 
132KV OVERHEAD TRANSMISSION LINE 
ZERKA-SABHA 
ADVERTISEMENT 
FOR ISSUE OF TENDERS FOR 
THE OVERHEAD TRANSMISSION LINE 

Jordan Electricity Authority declare their intention to issue 
Tender Documents for supply and installation of 132KV 
double circuit overhead transmission line between Hus- 
sein Thermal Power Station at Zerka to a new substation in 
Sabha northeast of Jordan with a total length of about 
40km. This project includes three separate tenders as 
follows: 

Tender 46/91: 

This Tender includes the design, manufacture, testing and 
delivery of the Insulator sets and conductor's and ear- 
thwire’s fittings for the A/M line. 

Tender 47/91: 

This Tender includes the design, manufacture, testing and 
delivery of the conductors and earthwires for this line. 

Tender 48/91: 

This Tender includes: 

A- Design, manufacture, testing and delivery of steel 
, towers for the A/M line according to the issued General 

and Technical Conditions. 

B- Receiving of other materials including insulator sets, 
conductors and earthwires from the owner. 

C- Installation of the complete line according to the 
issued General and Technical Conditions. 

Tenders must be submitted to Jordan Electricity Authority 
Head Offices located at Jabal Amman, Seventh Circle 
including a bid bond or certified cheque for a value of not 
less than 2% of the tender price. 

Tender Documents can be obtained from Jordan Electric- 
ity Authority Head Offices starting from Wednesday 
8.1.1992 against a receipt of payment or acceptable 
cheque for value of JD 100 for each of tenders 46/91 and 
47/91 and JD 300 for tender 48/91. 

In case that tenderer requires the tender documents to be 
sent to him by mail, the air mail cost will be added. 
The latest date for submission of tenders is not later than 
12 o'clock Jordan time on 13.4.1992. 

The offers should be valid for 150 days from the 
submission date. 
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JORDAN VALLEY AUTHORITY 
ADVERTISEMENT FOR 
PREQUALIFICATION 
OF CONTRACTORS TO RE-TENDER FOR THE 
NORTH GHORS CONVERSION PROJECT 

The government of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan has 
secured a loan for financing the construction of this project from 
the Japanese Overseas Economic Cooperation Fund. 
Applications are invited from: 

i) Local Jordanian Contractors classified: 

a) with first grade in both water & sewerage and in Electro- 
Mechanical, or 

b) with first grade in water & sewerage, in joint venture with first 
grade in Electro- Mechanical. 

ii) Japanese Contractors, and 

iii) Contractors of all developing countries, as defined in article 
1.1. (b) of the Memorandum of Understanding of Untying of 
Bilateral Development Loans, in accordance with the following 
conditions: 

Noting that all firms that were previously prequalified for 
participation in the first tender need not apply again tor 
prequalification and they will be considered qualified to tender 
provided that they designate in writing lo the Secretary General 
of JVA their interest in being considered for invitation tor the 
re-tender before February 01. 1992. 

1. Description of Project: 

a) Civil Works: These comprise: 10 turnouts along King Abdul- 
lah Canal including sand traps, sumps for pumping stations 
and gravity turnouts and an operator's dwelling block at each 
turnout. 

b) Electro- Mechanical Works: These include: 

29 Pumping Units, 10 Mechanical screens. 10 mechanical 
trash racks, valving and controls, motor control centres, 
outdoor lighting for the areas of the turnouts and pumping 
stations and other ancillary electro-mechanical works. 

c) Pipeline Networks and Roads: These include: 

- 2 BO kms of pipelines between 1 00- 700mm diameter 

- 48 kms new sen/ice roads. 

- 170 kms rehabilitation of existing service roads. 

- 2300 farm turnout assemblies. 

2. Prequalification forms may be obtained from the Government 
Tender Directorate. Ministry of Public Works & Housing 
starting January 1 1. 1992 against a non-refundable fee of JD 
100. 

3. The present schedule is to make tender documents available 
to Prequafified Contractors on March 01, 1992, and contract 
will be awarded on July 01. 1992. 

4. Lasi date for submission of prequalification form and docu- 
mentation at the Government Tenders Directorate/Ministry of- 
Public Works and Housing shall be Feb, 01 , 1992 al 1 :30 p.m 

•before February 01, 1992. 

1. Description of Project: 

a) Civil Works: These comprise: 10 turnouts along King- 
Abdullah Canal including sand traps, sumps for pumping 
stations and gravity turnouts and an operator's dwelling block 5 
each turnout. 

Chairman, Central Tenders Committee 
Government Tenders Directorate 
Eng. Basheer Al Jaghbeer 
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The truth emerges 

THE UNITED Nations Security Council resolu- 
tion adopted Tuesday condemning Israel for its 
decision to expel 12 Palestinians is a significant 
precedent. Gone are tbe days when the U.S., 
fighting its Cold War with the Soviet Union, 
would veto any resolution condemning Israel or 
water it down. In fact, on this occasion, the U.S. 
was very quick to censure Israel and to call on it to 
reverse its decision. 

The Security Council resolution is, therefore, a 
m^jor triumph for the Arabs and the Palestinians. 
The resolution is a strong indication that the U.N. 
is still very much involved in the Middle East and 
that the Security Council members are committed 
to international legitimacy as embodied in the 
U.N. Charter and other conventions, like the 
Fourth Gevena Convention. The resolution also 
•'ows that the U.S., no more constrained by the 
«. iates of the Cold War and driven by its 
commitments towards its Arab allies during the 
Gulf war, is determined to tell Israel that it cannot 
continue to call the shots in the Middle East peace 
process. But more importantly. Resolution 726 
has come about by the show of resolve and 
solidarity on behalf of the Arab parties to the 
peace talks. So far, the Arabs have shied away 
from taking a strong bargaining position lest they 
be accused, as in the past, of sabotaging the U.S. 
peace initiative. Moreover, the Arab parties to the 
peace process have not until this week forged a 
solidly coordinated position. This week’s episode 
which culminated in Resolution 726 should expel 
Arabs fears and should give them more confidence 
and resolve. The Arab parties have demonstrated 
to the whole world, especially in Washington, 
their genuine determination to pursue peace. 
Israel, meanwhile, has not missed an opportunity 
to place obstacles in the path of peace. And the 
world already knows about both Arab and Israeli 
postures. Soon the Arabs wifi face the test once 
more. If Israel goes ahead with its plan to expel 
the 12 Palestinian nationalists, then the Arab 
parties must again take joint and strong action. 
This, of course, will not be the last obstacle that 
Israel erects in the path towards peace; it will stall 
and it will take more actions of defiance. Israel- 
will continue to build settlements and oppress the 
Palestinians. The Arabs need not any longer fear 
being branded peace spoilers. The whole world 
knows they are not. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


JORDANIANS seldom see harsh weather conditions like those r 
witnessed in the past week and which still affect the southern 
regions of the country, but Jordanian citizens did all they could to 
reduce the consequences of the storm, said A1 Ra’i Arabic daily 
Tuesday. Since the storm was unusual, efforts to deal with its 
consequences were also unusual, prompting His Majesty King 
Hussein to express appreciation of these efforts, the paper said. It 
said that King Hussein thanked those involved in repair work, 
especially those who restored basic services like electricity and 
telephones, and the Armed Forces, which were instrumental in 
saving the lives of thousands of people in the south by opening 
roads and dropping food supplies. King Hussein appreciated 
these efforts, which he himself spearheaded, and expressed pride 
in his people and their diligence and perseverance under the 
difficult conditions, the paper continued. It is King Hussein who is 
always keen on issuing directives to the concerned authorities to 
provide the best services to the public, and it is his encouragement 
to his people to do their best that is touching the hearts of all 
Jordanians, the paper said. The paper added that the experience 
of the past week should give impetus to the concerned authorities 
to be prepared for difficult situations and to take extra pre- 
cautionary measures to offer assistance and relief to the people 
affected by the changing moods of nature. 

Saw! AJ Sbaab daily commented on the U.N. Security Council's 
debate on Israel’s decision to expel 12 Palestinian citizens accused 
of being involved in resistance activity and said that the world 
community should not only act by issuing mere words conde- 
mning the Israeli practices, but rather take practical measures to 
prevent them. The daily said that the debate will expose to the 
world whether the U.N. organisation is serious about upholding 
its principles and its Charter or whether it would allow such 
atrocities to continue. The different countries' condemnation of 
Israel's action as declared by their governments should be 
translated not only through a council condemnation, but also 
through a practical step leading to ending Israel's occupation of 
Arab territory, the paper called. Should the Security Council 
persist in dealing with world issues based on two different criteria, 
the nations of the world are bound to lose their confidence in the 
organisation which can win the respect of no one. said the paper. 
The paper saicftio one doubts the fact that the United States can 
and must lake some action at this moment to force the Isiaelis to 
desist from such malpractices and eventually bring about its total 
withdrawal from Arab lands in implementation of U.N. Security 
Council resolutions. 


Economic Forum 


By Dr. AbdaUa Malki 
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About savings and consumption 


During the last rwo years, talk about savings and consumption 
was very much in vogue in Jordan. People unconsciously start to 
seek refuge in savings when they face mounting economic 
problems and find themselves running short of solutions. It is then 
that they start to remember the more-saving recipe in its capacity 
as the economicdevise which can be safely recommended because 
more savings will never do harm if they do not do any good. 

In last Wednesday’s column the theme that what matters is not 
the level of consumption but its composition was highlighted. 
Consumption satisfied from domestic production is virtuous but 
that satisfied from imports is detrimental. Higher consumption is 
the goal of economic activity: a successful economic policy is the 
one that boosts both consumption and savings simultaneously 
through bolstering economic growth. 

The aim of the present article is to show that more savings can 
sometimes be meaningless. This is a rather sophisticated academic 
hypothesising but such expositions are necessary because, 
apparently, some of us are straying into academic misconceptions 
and not putting savings in the correct perspective. 

According to the two-gap approach to economic development, 
articulated mainly by H. B. Chenery and A. Strout. there are 
three phases during each of which the attainment of self-sustained 
growth in a developing country is frustrated by a different 


constraint. The first phase is the skill-limited growth during which 
che shortage of skills impedes the undertaking of investments 
needed to raise the economic growth to the target rate. 

With the passage of time and thanks to various contributing 
factors (education, training, technical assistance) the skill-con- 
straint diminishes and gives way to shortage of savings as tbe 
binding constraint. This is the phase of the saving-limited growth 
where savings are not adequate to finance the investments 
required to attain the target growth rate. 

However, even as and when savings grow and become 
adequate, required investments will not be realisable if the 
developing country has not the adequate foreign exchange needed 
to import the necessary imputs. especially capital goods and raw 
materials. This is the trade-limited growth. 

The phase sequence exposed above is not inevitable. The 
skill-limited phase may be succeeded by either the saving-limited 
OT trade-limited phase each of which may. moreover, last 
indefinitely. However. Chenery and Strout found in their 
crosscountry studies that the sequence of stages is generally 
skill-limited, saving-limited and then trade-limited in that order. 

Going back to Jordan, one notices that Jordan is passing 
through a trade-limited phase where growth is a function of the 
availability of foreign exchange. The current emphasis of our 


economic policy on boosting savings is not necessarily warranted 
because it seems that the managers of this policy and some 
observers do not at all conceive a meaningless sate of oversaving. 
To explain , and without going into much technical de tails, it is not 
desirable in this phase to boost savings beyond a certain limit 
because the basic issue is the provision of additional foreign 
exchange, either through more exports, less imports (of goods 
and services) or more foreign aid. Otherwise, equilibrium in the 
economy is achieved, to quote Chenery and Strout. through 
“actual savings felling short of potential savings — for example, 
through lower taxes or more liberal consumer credit — or 
undertaking of some more capital intensive projects." In simpler 
words, Chenery and Strout wanted to say that savings would not 
be increasable; if they were, .they would be used to finance less 
productive investments. , 

indeed, we do not want to enmesh the reader into technicali- 
ties, but we want to say that the managers of our economic policy 
should place the priority emphasis on where it should be. namely 
on the trade gap not the saving gap. Tim meant*, first and 
foremost, checking imports (of goods and services 1. Our savings 
are healthy and adequate provided we specify them correctly. The 
correct specification of Jordan's savings will be the subject of this 
column next week. 


Aid to Israel hampers peace progress 
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By William G. Kelsey 

There is no companion but love. 
No beginning nor ending yet a 
road. 

The Friend calls from there: 
‘Why do you hesitate when Life is 
in danger ?" 

— Rum/ 

VIETNAM veteran Brian Wil- 
son is known in the peace com- 
munity for his activism on Central 
America. Four years ago, during 
a protest against munitions ship- 
ments to Ei Salvador, he was 
sitting on the train track leading 
from the Concord Naval 
Weapons Centre in California. 
The train refused to stop, Brian 
refused to get up, and lost his legs 
and part of his skull as a result. 
He has since continued to work 
tirelessly for peace around the 
world, often organising veterans’ 
delegations to visit the targets of 
U.S. intervention abroad. It was 
my privilege to serve as trans- 
lator, coordinator, money chan- 
ger, taxi fetcher and so on during 
a recent six-week trip to Israel/ 
Palestine. Jordan, and Iraq. We 
were a total of eight former mem- 
bers of the U.S. Armed Forces 
who were now committed to the 
cause of peace. Some of us were 
admitted war criminals, having 
directly caused death and suffer- 
ing abroad before discharge. 
Others had refused to participate 
and were discharged as a result. 
Phil Roettinger, a World War II 
Marines combat hero, had risen 
to the rank of colonel before 
transferring to the CIA. In 1954, 
at the direct instruction of Alan 
Dulles, he personally managed 
the overthrow of the Arbenz gov- 
ernment in Guatemala. With the 
resulting blood of a hundred 
thousand on his conscience, Phil 
spends his retirement urging 
others not to commit similar mis- 
deeds. John Schuchardt, also a 
former Marines officer, had re- 
fused to go to Vietnam. During 
the war against Iraq, he gamed 
international recognition speak- 
ing truth to power in President 
Bush’s Kennebunkport church 
service. 

Most readers casually familiar 
with the tragedies of Israel/ 
Palestine know that “sabra" re- - 
fers to a native bom Israeli. Less 
than one half of all Israelis are 
sabras. The rest are immigrants. 
Those more acquainted with 
Israeli culture know that the na- 
tive born Israelis have been 
named sabra after the prickly 
pear cactus ubiquitous in the 
area. The fruit is tough and prick- 
ly on the outside but soft and 
sweet on the inside. Few in the 
West know that sabra is actually 
the Arabic name for the fruit in 
the singular. The cactus itself is 
called sabr which means “pati- 
ence." I learned this the hard way 
as a child near Nablus when I 
tried to pick a peel one with my 
bare hands. The fuzzy thorns 
looked ,and felt innocuous at first. 
My friends knocked the sabra out 
of my fingers. They began to pick 


the little thorns out of my hands, 
but many were near microscopic 
and afflicted me for days. “That's 
why it’s called sabr. You need 
patience to get this fruit.” This 
cactus serves as an apt metaphor 
for what we, in the West, under- 
stand about Israel. Indeed for 
every story there's a deeper one 
behind it. The sabr also haunts 
Israel in a physical sense; for in 
old Palestine, villagers used this 
cactus as fencing for their gar- 
dens. It is impermeable to peo- 
ple, donkeys, goats, and sheep. It 
is also maddeningly indestructi- 
ble. Israeli bulldozers, which suc- 
cessfully eliminated most traces 
of some four hundred Palestinian 
towns and villages, cannot get rid 
of it. The sabr plant keeps grow- 
ing back to remind us of com- 
munities that once were. 

I tell this story because I have 
learned over the years chat to 
speak in America about what I 
witnessed growing up in the Mid- 
dle East is to risk sounding as “far 
out" as a member of the Flat 
Earth Society. Vigorous research 
can be painful. A trip to take an 
honest look at what is going on 
can be a great shock, even for 
those prepared to believe that 
they have been mislead for so 
many years. It is imperative that 
searchers for truth overcome 
their reluctance to delve into a 
seemingly hopeless and complex 
cauldron of hatred and violence. 
The state of Israel, whose citizens 
number a tenth of a percent of 
the world's population, receives 
nearly as much foreign aid from 
the United States as the remain- 
ing 99.9 per cent. Something is 
askew here which is unhealthy for 
Israel and lethal for Palestinians. 
We have a responsibility to learn. 

We are told that it is better to 
light a candle than to curse the 
darkness. A brilliant candle in 
Israel is the movement named 
Yesh Gvul, which means, 
“there’s a limit." Its members set 
limits on their militaiy sendee 
according to their own conscien- 
ces. For most this means they will 
serve loyally in the Israeli Armed 
Forces only within the 1948 bor- 
ders. They generally refuse to 
serve as occupation soldiers in the 
West Bank, Gaza, and southern 
Lebanon, or as guards in deten- 
tion camps. Most able-bodied 
Israeli men are in the reserves, 
and are called up yearly. When 
members of Yesh Gvul are called 
up, they refuse to move with their 
units if the assignments are 
beyond their personal moral 
limits. They are then confined to 
military prisons for the duration 
of their service. On Rosh Hasha- 
na, the Jewish New Year, which 
fell on Sept. 10, prominent writer 
and Yesh Gvul member Peretz 
Kidron took our group to a 
celebration on the slopes of 
Mount Carmel, overlooking 
Athlit military prison. The cere- 
mony, with the traditional apples 
and wine, was in honour of pris- 
oner Barak Ben-Gal, aged eight- 
een. Because he is not a reservist, 
but a conscript at the beginning of 
his regular service, his struggle 


will be a long one. His one 
hundred-odd supporters gave 
speeches and sang songs into 
megaphones while holding large 
banners. It was truly an inspira- 
tion to know that in a world gone 
mad there could be found young 
people with the wisdom, fore- 
sight, and courage to say “no." 
During our turn at tbe 
megaphone we reminded the 
prisoners and their guards of Ein- 
stein’s statement that “the 
pioneers of a warless world are 
those who refuse military ser- 
vice." Beyond us lay the shim- 
mering Mediterranean and on its 
shores the ruins of a crusader 
castle — which added a special 
perspective to the scene. 

Controversy in the West cen- 
tres on what the Israelis are doing 
in the “occupied territories" — 
those areas taken in 1967. Yet the 
goings on in Israel “proper" — 
those areas taken in 1948 — can 
also be quite unsavoury. The 
Israeli peace movement deserves 
credit for bringing the village of 
Rimya to international attention. 
Our group had the privilege of 
joining several hundred Israelis 
and Palestinians for a “day of 
solidarity” on Sept. 14, two days 
before tiie scheduled demolition 
of the hamlet. We planted some 
“illegal” olive trees — illegal 
because the land bad been confis- 
cated and now “belonged" to the 
government. 

About sixty years ago, a few 
nomadic Bedu from the Sawa’id 
clan decided to settle. They 
purchased a few acres, for which 
they received title deeds, and 


planted olive trees, grape vines, 
and fig trees. When the state of 
Israel was established in 1948 
they did not participate in the 
fighting and perhaps because 
their hilltop was remote they 
were not expelled. In fact, several 
of the men eventually joined the 
Israeli Defence Forces and later 
were issued title deeds recognised 
by the Israeli government. 
However, Rimya was never rec- 
ognised as a village and was never 
connected to the water and elec- 
tricity systems. The inhabitants 
did without and were happy to be 
left alone. In 1976, without their 
knowledge, the land was confis- 
cated under the laws of eminent 
domain. The matter remained 
dormant until this year when the 
expanding Israeli town of Kar- 
miel needed more housing for the 
Soviet immigrants . The villagers 
were then informed that they had 
to move to make way for the 
newcomers. Several outlying 
houses had already been de- 
molished. In one case, a Palesti- 
nian Beduwi who had served the 
Israeli army loyally for twenty 
years, placed an Israeli flag and 
an American flag on his house as 
a desperate measure to stop the 
destruction. It did no good and 
his flags and houses were bull- 
dozed into a pile of rubble. The 
Soviet immigrants living in tiie 
new prefab apartments have no 
idea that they are on confiscated 
land. And the young men of 
Rimya have no intention of ever 
joining the Israeli army. Ironical- 
ly, having been educated in 
Israeli schools, they know more 


Hebrew and more about Judaism 
than the newcomers who are re- 
placing them. 

Tbe justification for the Rimya 
confiscations is that because the 
Bedu were traditionally nomadic, 
they have no fixed dwelling 
places of concern. Despite the 
crudity of Israeli government ac- 
tions, it was a source of great 
inspiration that Israelis of consci- 
ence, togethef with Palestinians 
from the Galilee, managed to tie 
up the case in court. The prece- 
dent will be significant. If it goes 
through, about forty similar vil- 
lages in the Galilee and eighty 
elsewhere in Israel will face the 
same demolition. 

Over and over, Israeli peace 
activists explained how their 
efforts were always undercut by 
the blank check given Israel by 
the U.S. Congress. No matter 
bow outrageous Israeli govern- 
ment behaviours, the perpetra- 
tors were always rewarded by 
more funding. Tbe Israeli Coun- 
cil for Israeli -Palestinian Peace 
has addressed an open letter to 
Congress calling for serious cuts 
in the aid. Even in the case of the 
recent spat between Prime Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Shamir and President 
George Bush over loan guaran- 
tees for S10 billion, there are 
several points left out of public 
discussion. The first is that due to 
the Cranston Amendment of 
1983, aid to Israel wfll always be 
set at a level to enable it to cover 
loan repayments. In substance, 
there is no such thing as a “loan” 
to Israel. Secondly, according to 
the terms of tbe delay, Israel will 


receive additional compensation 
for the inconvenience of having 
had the delay. Finally, much re- 
volved around the question of 
settling Soviet immigrants in the 
“occupied territories.” In fact 
people are fungible and what is 
happening for the most part is 
that Israelis with military experi- 
ence are being moved into settle- 
ments in the West Bank. Golan, 
and Gaza. They are then replaced 
in Israel “proper" by the new 
Soviet arrivals. For Israel to 
avoid settling Soviets in the terri- 
tories would' not be a concession 
of substance. 

Despite the development of the 
formal peace talks, the occupa- 
tion has become more and more 
vicious. It seemed that the Israeli 
authorities were no confident that 
they would get whatever they 
asked for from the United States 
that they made no effort to hide 
their actions. We witnessed daily 
random beatings, harassments. 
and public humiliations — not of 
stone throwers or of terrorists, 
but of peopte going about their 
daily life. For those Palestinians 
who do resort to serious con- 
frontation. the stakes have be- 
come very high. Beyond the 
shootings-to-kill of stone throw- 
ers there are the death squad 
executions of about forty-five 
Palestinians in recent months. 
(The Palestinians claim more — 
the figure of forty-five is given by 
international observers who have 
names, dales, and circumstances 
of each case). 

I spent my childhood as an 
American among the Jordanian 
and Palestinian people. I have 
worked in the Middle East as an 
adult. I have been asked to 
accompany delegations as a trans- 
lator and have kept Americans 
out of trouble from (literally) 
Armageddon to Babylon. In 
short, I know my way around the 
area. I submit that if a vicious 
anti-Semite wished to inflict upon 
the Jewish people the worst possi- 
ble curse — the curse of an 
setemity of bereavement, sorrow 
ancj stress, one could do no better 
than to applaud and support the 
actions of the Israeli government 
and to call for continued Amer- 
ican aid. The timidity with which 
American politicians and even 
people of conscience have ex- 
amined the issue, and the reluct- 
ance to take a principled stand for 
fear of alienating supporters of 
Israel, — Christian and Jewish — 
has become a form of enabling 
behaviour. This co-depeadence 
has guaranteed that individuals 
come to power in Israel who not 
only savage the Palestinian peo- 
ple, but who “get Jews killed. " 
As one who is in constant dia- 
logue with the meaning of the 
Holocaust, and who sincerely 
wishes that Jews live m peace 
“under vine and fig tree" with the 
Palestinians, and who knows that 
it’s possible, I call on all people of 
conscience to work for a com- 
plete and unconditional cutoff of 
U.S. government aid ro the state 
of Israel. It will give peace a 
chance. 


Ozone could be erased with hydrocarbon — scientists 


By Paul Recer 

The Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — A fleet of 
planes spraying 50,000 tonnes of 
propane or ethane high over the 
South Pole could neutralise the 
Antarctic ozone hole, say scien- 
tists. They admit tiie idea is im- 
practical, but believe it could 
■start serious discussion. 

“This is a concept and not a 
proposal,” said Ralph Cicerone, 
professor of geosciences at the 
University of California and co- 
author of a study to be published 
Friday in the journal Science. 
“We are serious about thinking 
about these things, but we aren’t 
serious about going out and doing 
them yet." 

Mr. Cicerone and two other 
scientists created a computer 
model that suggests that by in- 


jecting 50,000 tonnes of some 
hydrocarbon, such as propane 
and ethane, into the dark, bitterly 
cold, wintertime South Polar sky 
they could start a chemical reac- 
tion that would prevent the sea- 
sonal destruction of ozone in the 
southern stratosphere. 

They said the gas would have 
to be sprayed by a squadron of 
several hundred large airplanes 
during the few weeks of the 
southern winter. 

The plan, said Mr. Cicerone, is 
not an idea whose time bas'eome. 
But he belives it is an idea that 
humanity may have to consider 
closely over the next century. 

For more than a decade now, 
scientists have known that the 
ozone layer over the South Pole 
thins sharply during tbe winter. 
They have blamed it on chlorine 
atoms, released by human indus- 


try, which interact with ozone in 
the presence of darkness, stratos- 
pheric clouds and deep cold. 

These atoms strip one of three 
oxygen atoms from ozone mole- 
cules. When this happens millions 
of times, the ozone layer is thin- 
ned, creating what has been cal- 
led on "ozone hole" over Antarc- 
tica. 

Ozone is important to life on 
earth because it blocks ultraviolet 
rays from tbe sun. This type of 
radiation causes sunburn, skin 
cancer, weakens the immune sys- 
tem and kills some forms of life. 
Already, scientists have detected 
increased ultraviolet radiation in 
Australia following the seasonal 
hole over the South Pole. 

Industrial nations acknow- 
ledged the danger and agreed to 
stop producing the chemicals re- 
sponsible, principally chlorof- 


luorocarbons, or CFCs. 

But Mr. Cicerone said the 
chlorine atoms that cause the 
bole will remain active in the 
atmosphere for about 100 years. 

“We believe the ozone bole 
will reappear every year for about 
a hundred years, even though the 
world has now taken good action 
to stop the flow of chloroflaoro- 
carbons,” he said in an interview. 

In the century ahead, said Mr. 
Cicerone, the situation may be- 
come intolerable and people will 
start looking for solutions. He 
worries that when that day com- 
es, humanity will be ill-prepared 
for such global environmental 
manipulation. 

Mr. Cicerone and Scott Elliott 
and Richard Turcoe, also of tbe 
University of California, de- 
signed a computer simulation to 


test their idea. 

They concluded that hydrocar- 
bon molecules would bind with 
chlorine atoms in tin: polar stra- 
tosphere and prevent the interac- 
tion with ozone. Mr. Cicerone 
said it would take 50,000 tonnes 
of hydrocarbon gas to do the job 
and that the process would have 
to be repeated annually until the 
manmade chlorine atoms finally 
decay. 

Mr. Gcerone said that the 
model suggests using ethane or 
propane because these hydrocar- 
bons decay in about a month in 
the atmosphere. 

“If there is some unintended 
side effect, it would be limited to 
how long these things could sur- 
vive," he said. "A month is not 
long enough for the problem to 
spread much beyond Antarc- 


tica." 

* Hydrocarbons neutralise the 
ozone destruction by binding with 
the chlorine atoms and taking 
them out of circulation during the 
polar winter. 

Mr. Cicerone said the hydro- 
carbons and chlorine atoms 
wouid form hydrochloric add and 
peroxide and other chemicals 
which now are being made natur- 
ally in the atmosphere- 

Though the chlorine atoms 
would be neutralised for a time. 
Mr. Cicerone said they eventually 
woud be liberated a gain to cause 
more ozone mischief. For thk 
reason, the fleet of airplanes 
would have to fly annually. 

Science, which, published the 
study, is the journal of the Amer- 
ican Association for tbe 
Advancement of Science. 
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By Mariam S hahin 

BAGHDAD — The mood in 
the Iraqi capital was somber as 
fee country entered 1992. Ira- 

£ awaited the fulfUIment of 
r wishes, but felt that there 
was little chance that any of 
their wishes would become 
reality, The nightmare of the 
months continues. 

Iraqis watched in 1991 
as. several members of the 
Arab and Islamic nation, the 
pmma, joined foreign armies 
to bomb Iraq in order to res- 
tore Ae Kuwaiti rulers. 

The ferociousness with 
which the allies attacked left 
no doubt in the minds of the 
Iratps that the war was not to 
“liberate Kuwait,” fight Sad- 
dam Hussein or restore human 
rights and dignity to the peo- 
ples of the Middle East. Most 
Iraqi still cannot explain why 
the war took place. 

Iraqis who were opposed to 
their regime were strongly en- 
couraged by the U.S. and its 
allies, to revolt only to be 
subbed in the back. The 
Americans retreated and left 
the Iraqi rebels meet their fate 
at the hands of the Republican 
Guards. As the condition of 
the mosques of Ali, Hassan 
and Hussein in Karbala and 
Najaf will still testify, “bet- 
rayal” is not forgiven in Iraq. 
About 40,000 Iraqi soldiers are 
still in the Sandi desert and 
would rather stay where they 
are than go home. 

As the anniversary of the 


Will 1992 be a harbinger of gloom for Iraq? 


beginning of war nears, it be- 
comes dear that for Iraqis, 
Supportive of or opposed to the 
government, friends hardly 
exist. 

The international commun- 
ity has condemned them and 
sentenced them without trial. 
Let them suffer by bombs and 
sanctions, the sentence seems 
to say; death by starvation or 
the bullet. 

As the central government 
regained control after the war 
and the uprisings, the 
bureaucratic workings of the 
country resumed. 

The government has les- 
sened the burden on its shoul- 
ders by actively encouraging 
privatisation of small indus-. 
tries, the service sector, much, 
of the agricultural sector, the 
construction companies, the 
import-export companies and 
is looking for buyers for the 
national air carrier, Iraqi Air- 
ways. 

Those with money can and 
will buy. But who has it? The 
money that is being drculated 
is often U.S. dollars and be- 
longs to the privileged dass. 
The privileged, unlike the once 
large Iraqi middle dass amas- 
sed hard currency. Thus the 
1,000 per cent black market 
valued Iraqi dinar did not 
affect them. 

The middle class, however, 
remains impoverished and in- 
capable of doing anything but 
barely surviving. Physicians, 
engineers and university pro- 
fessors can barely get food on 


the table. 

The government recently 
tried to lessen the heavy eco- 
nomic woes being fdt by some 
two million public sector em- 
ployees finduding army per- 
sonnel), by increasing salaries 
by 20 per cent. But that leaves 
the vast majority of Iraqis in 
the same predicament. 

Two different rationing sys- 
tems, one available to ali Iraqis 
and one just for government 
employees, have made survival 
possible for the population. 

The government, however, 
will continue to find it difficult 
to supply adequate foodstuff to 
the people as long as Iraqi 
assets remain frozen. While 
private entrepreneurs are 
actively bringing in foodstuff at 
exhorbitant prices, the govern- 
ment is running out of cash and 
must rely on its foreign assets 
which are for the most part still 
frozen. That is an added bur- 
den on Iraq, which before 
Aug. 2. 1991, used to import 
70 per cent of its food needs. 

Only two of the 30 countries 
where $4 billion in Iraqi 
are frozen, have released some 
Iraqi funds. 

Nutritional experts say 
almost one child in three is 
malnourished in Iraq today. 
Efforts by the government to 
buy food and medidne in 
accordance with U.N. Resolu- 
tion 706, have failed so far. 

Letters of credit have been 
issued and sent to phar- 
maceutical companies and 
food merchants all over the 


world, Iraqi officials say. Yet, 
-only Switzerland and Greece 
have agreed to unfreeze some 
of the Iraqi assets and allow 
the government to buy food 
and medidne. 

The other countries holding 
Iraqi assets keep them frozen 
despite a U.N. agreement 
issued last May authorising the 
unfreezing of the assets for the 
purchase of food and medi- 
cines. 

Britain promised to release 
$125 million of Iraqi assets in 
November, but so far the 
promise has not produced a 
single, shipment of food or 
medicines. 

Conditions differ somewhat 
in different parts of the country 
but on one, but the very rich, has 
been spared the wrath of war 
and destruction. 

The Kurds 

The fate of the 3.5 million 
- Iraqi Kurds in the north seems 
sealed. “Fight and die for 
feudalism," seems to be the 
banner of their leaders Mas- 
soud Barazani and Jalal Tala- 
bani. 

While they have been perse- 
cuted by the Arabs, Turks and 
the Persians, it was the British 
Royal Air Force which first 
bombarded Kurdish villages in 
1920 — a footnote in history 
their leaders conveniently for- 
got when they appealed to the 
West for help. 

However, for all the media 
attention given to their strag- 


gle for independence and self- 
determination. the West has 
shown itself incapable of sup- 
porting them with more than 
blankets and TV dinners. 

The root of the Kurdish 
prooblem has been addressed 
by no. Westerner of stature 
and the humanitarians of the 
world continue to pretend that 
the issue is about medicine, 
blankets, clean water and the 
Kurdish language when the call 
of the people is clearly for a 
united, independent Kur- 
distan. 

But the people who denied 
the Kurds statehood in the first 
half of this century are unlikely 
to push Arabs, Turks or Ira- 
nians to grant it to them now. 

In the age of new Russia, 
Ukraine, Kazakhstan, Eritrea, 
Croatia and others, statehood 
seems to be a problem only for 
Palestinians and Kurds. 

The thousands of Kurdish 
babies, women and old people, 
who died in the mountains of 
Turkish Kurdistan last spring, 
were the victims of not only the 
Iraqi war machine but also of . 
what seems to have been allied 
negligence at best and a West- 
ern Machiavellian policy at 
worst. 

The Kurds needed to come 
down from their mountains to 
eat and find water. The Turks 
did not allow it. The Amer- 
icans, the British and the 
French chose not to pressure 
their Turkish allies. 

Today Kurdish troops con- 


Security Co uncil clears impasse Arafat leaves after Amman talks Israel rejects 


(Contained from page 1) 

office on Jan. 1, called on Israel 
'*'. t to reconsider the expulsions. 

“At a time when efforts are 
'7 ; under way to sustain momentum 
y in tbe Middle East peace process, 
tbe secretary-general hopes that 
all sides will refrain from acts that 
can serve only to heighten tension 
in tbe area and to undermine die 
~ : confidence that is so essential to 

any effective negotiating pro- 
cess." 

r His remarks were contained in 

• a U.N. press release described as 
a read-out of a meeting earlier 

r • between Dr. Ghali, formerly de- 
puty prime minister of Egypt, and 

• ■ Mr. Kklwa. 

Tbe meeting took place shortly 
~ before Dr. Ghali attended the 
session of tbe Security Council' 
which adopted the resolution. 

“He calls on tbe Israeli author- 
- ities to reconsider their decision, 
which is in contravention of Arti- 
cle 49 of the Fourth Geneva 
■ Convention,” the press release 
said. 

The United States, which has 
: used its council veto to shield its 
" Israeli ally in the past, has joined 
V in council resolutions criticising 
expulsions of Palestinians several 
times in tbe past year. The last 
. . . such resolution was approved last 
May, but was ignored by Israel. 

Security Council resolutions 
are considered legally binding. 
However, Israel has rejected all 
J previous Security Council conde- 
mnations of its policies. 

The council includes five 
... permanent members with veto 
power — the United States, Bri- 
tain, China, France and Russia. 

' Its 10 non-permanent members 
are: Austria, Belgium, Cape 
Verde, Ecuador. Hungary, India, 
Japan, Morocco, Venezuela and 
; Zimbabwe. 

The- expulsion order had de- 
. ’ veloped into tbe most serious 


threat to the peace process that 
has begun by U.S. Secretary of 
State James Baker last year. 

Israel has expelled 67 Palesti- 
nians from tbe occupied territor- 
ies since the Palestinian uprising 
against the occupation begun four 
years ago. Bnt tire last 12 formed 
the largest single batch to be 
ordered expelled in that period. 

Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Amr Musa warned that Israel's 
planned expulsion of the 12 from 
tbe occupied territories could 
adversely affect prospects for 
peace between Arabs and 
Israelis. 

Mr. Musa said Egypt consi- 
dered tbe expulsions illegitimate 
and dangerous. 

They would “have their effect 
on tbe spirit of tbe peace process 
and its future,” said Mr. Musa, 
whose country is tbe only Arab 
state at peace with Israel. 

Any delay in reaching a Middle 
East settlement would have “very 
dangerous effects on the stability 
of the region,” he added. 

The Egyptian foreign minister 
said multilateral talks on issues 
metudmg water rights and region- 
al security between Arabs and 
Israel were expected to go ahead 
as planned in Moscow on Jan. 28. 

“We hope that the enthusiasm 
behind the peace process will not 
be wane because this could lead 
to tbe failure of tbe peace process 
and any such failure will have 
dangerous consequences to sta- 
bility in the region,” Mr. Musa 
said. 

He said be does not expect any 
progress in tbe multilateral talks 
unless Israel agrees to comprom- 
ise on the issue of exchanging 
land for peace. 

“We cannot expect even one 
step forward in the multilateral 
talks if there is no progress on the 
issne of exchanging land for 
peace in tbe bilateral talks.” 


(Continued from page I) 

Palestinian people and their 
national rights,” said the state-' 
i meat. “Tbe resolution also re- 
flects the international commun- 
ity’s interest in making the peace 
process a success. We are in the 
process of consultations with our 
Arab brothers who are taking 
part in the peace process and we 
will arrive at the proper joint 
decision that conforms with the 
interest shown by the internation- 
al community in ensuring that the 
peace process will be a success.” 

Mr. Abed Rabbo told repor- 
ters that the Palestinian delega- 
tion was to leave for Damascus 
for talks with Syrian and 
Lebanese officials on a common 
Arab strategy and position in 
peace talks with Israel. 

Before talks with Sharif Zeid, 
Mr. Arafat met with members of 
the Executive Committee and 
members of the Palestine Nation- 
al Council. 

A senior PLO official, speak- 
ing on condition of anonymity, 
said Mr. Arafat told his aides the 
Palestinians would travel to 


Washington because he consi- 
dered the U.N. resolution “satis- 
factory." 

Tuesday’s Jordanian- 
Palestinian talks were attended 
by Deputy Prime Minister Thou- 
qan Hindawi, Deputy Prime 
Minister Ali Suheimat, Foreign 
Minister Abu Jaber, Minister of 
State for Prime Ministry Affairs 
Ibrahim Izzeddine. Information 
Minister Mahmoud Sharif, Minis- 
ter of State for Parliamentary 
Affairs Atef Btoush, chief Jorda- 
nian negotiator Abdul Salam Ma- 
jali, PLO Political Department 
Chief Farouk Kaddoumi. execu- 
tive committee members Abed 
Rabbo, Suleiman Najjab, Yasser 
Amer and Zuhdi Nashashibi as 
well as Palestinian Ambassador 
to Jordan Al Tayeb Abdul 
Rahim. 

His Majesty King Hussein held 
talks with Mr. Arafat shortly 
after the PLO leader's arrival 
here from Cairo Sunday. Mr. 
Arafat paid a brief visit to 
Damascus and returned Monday 
after talks with Syrian President 
Hafez Al Assad. 


U.N. ‘strongly’ condemns Israel 


(Con tinned from page 1) 

Majali told the AP: “But I have 
no idea yet about tbe travel 
plans.” 

Faisal Al Husseini, the overall 
head of die Palestinian delega- 
tion , welcomed the Security 
Council resolution. 

“I believe it is a positive step in 
the right direction,” Mr. Husseini 
said. 

“We hope really that there will 
be a positive reponse from Israel. 
Otherwise we are waiting for 
other resolutions which can force 
Israel to respect international 
law." 


Han an Ashrawi, the spokes- 
woman for the Palestinian team 
which is attending the peace pro- 
cess in a joint delegation with 
Jordan, said in occupied Jeru- 
salem that the Palestinian nego- 
tiators and their advisors would 
leave the occupied territories for 
Jordan Wednesday. 

Reports from Washington said 
meanwhile that it was doubtful 
that the talks could begin Thurs- 
day as expected because of the 
travel logistics (see separate 
story). 

Lebanon also said its delega- 
tion would be heading for 
Washington. 


(Continued from page 1) 

expulsions have been for an unli- 
mited period. 

“Israel must defend its Jewish 
and Arab residents, deportations 
.are one of the measures used 
.to deter terrorists." Yoram Ari- 
dor. Israel’s ambassador to the 
U.N., said on Israel Radio. 

“It is too bad they only con- 
demn the reaction and not at all 
the acts of murder” of Israelis, 
said Yochanan Bein, a former 
Israeli ambassador to the U.N. 

Deputy Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu said he was dis- 
appointed by the American back- 
ing for the motion. 

“We know there is disagree- 
ment with the United States ab- 
out this issue, but we at least 
thought there was some under- 
standing that we must take steps 
to defend ourselves against an 
increasing wave or murders," Mr. 
Netanyahu said on the radio. 

Some Israeli liberals also criti- 
cised the U.N. columnist Yoel 
Marcus of the Haaretz daily 
argued there was room to ques- 
tion the army’s claims that expul- 
sions are effective against vio- 
lence. “But in principle, as long 
as they stab and shoot it is our 
right to defend ourselves." 

Meanwhile, the Palestinians 
ordered expelled published a 
statement urging the measure be 
rescinded. 

“We deny all the charges ... 
and challenge the Israeli author- 
ities to prove their allegations in 
open court,” the statement said. 

Israeli army judges have re- 
jected requests to allow the press 
to attend the appeal hearings of 
tbe 12. 

“Attorneys for the expulsion 
candidates asked that the bear- 
ings be held “with doors open” 
but the judges denied the re- 
quest,” one source said. 


trol their own areas. They live 
in tents and border villages. 
Almost all the men are unem- 
ployed. Many in the past! were 
employed by the Iraqi govern- 
ment and official institutions. 
The families attempt to survive 
on the produce of 30 per cent 
of their usual crop and U.N. 
handouts. The mortality rate 
of children is almost four times 
what it used to be before the 
sanctions and the war. 

The hope of autonomy for 
the Kurds, as envisioned in the 
1984 agreement between Sad- 
dam Hussein and Jalal Talaba- 
ni, has faded. The Kurds, Sad- 
dam feels, have betrayed him 

when he was most vulnerable. 
Many Iraqis, more important- 
ly, feel that the Kurds have 
betrayed Iraq, a state Kurdish 
leaders say they want to be 
part of. 

Saddam was willing to sign a 
broad autonomy agreement 
with the Kurds in 1984. but 
Ankara made sure that it was 
never signed by the govern- 
ment of Baghdad. 

Despite the official lifting of 
the blockade between central 
Iraq and the Peshmerga-con- 
trolled areas, people travelling 
north are still stripped of all 
foodstuffs. Petrol prices in 

Peshmerga-con trolled Kurdish 
areas are 20 times more than in 
the rest of Iraq. 


Many Kurds insist that oil- 
rich Kirkuk should be part of 
their autonomous area. Bagh- 
dad insists that it is Arab. No 
Iraqi. Kurd or Arab, admits 
that Kirkuk is neither Kurdish 
nor Arab but Turkoman. 

America is busy now and so 
is Britain, the Kurds are no 
longer a fashionable issue. The 
Kurds, for now and the fore- 
seeable future, must make a 
deal where there is one to be 
made — in Baghdad. 

The south 

Meanwhile, the Shiites in 
the south are even less in the 
limelight than the Kurds, prin- 
cipally because they never 
made it to the Western prime 
time popularity charts. 

Between Saddam and death 
they choose death and died 
without vindication. The survi- 
vors had chosen Saddam. Un- 
like the case with the Kurds, 
most of whom receive U.N. 
rations. Saddam supplies the 
• south with some commodities 
at affordable prices. The Bagh- 
dad government worked day 
and night to repair the exten- 
sive damage at the Shiite holy 
places. 

One local security officer 
called it the “restoration of the 
southern soul.” 

However, the misery reign- 
ing in the south is not unusual. 


A woman in Baghdad said 
matter-of-factly that "the 
south has always been miser- 
able." 

The unfair distribution of 
wealth between north and 
south has plagued many if not 
most countries in the world. 
Bur in a country as rich as Iraq 
the impoverishment of the 
south seems particularly acme. 

A 70 per cent unemploy- 
ment rate, a fivefold increase 
in prices of foodstuffs on the 
open market and an average 
monthly salary, for those with 
jobs, of 200 Iraqi dinars, or 
$18. is hardly the stuff that the 
good life is made of. 

A threefold increase in child 
mortality, the lack of most 
medicines and rhe breakdown 
of the water desalination sys- 
tem build three years ago is 
likely to weaken the already 
helpless and destitute. 

Dirty water, tinle food and 
nothing to do are slowly but 
surely driving the south into a 
mass depression. 

One Basra psychiatrist could 
only say: "The story of the 
southern Iraqis is not an after- 
noon soap-opera but a real life 
nightmare.” 

The writer, on the staff of the - 
Jordan Times, has recently re- 
lumed from her fifth visit ro 
Iraq. 


HOMO KONG'S 
HERE! - 



trad®. 


only 


Now Hong Kong's right here! 

This is a superb opportunity to make 
trade contact with some of Hong 
Kong's biggest names in business! 
Eleven delegates representing a diverse 
range of products and sen/ices - 
watches, garments, stationery, printing, 
electronics, fashion jewellery, kitchen 
appliances, cookware, school items, 
satellite TV receiving systems and 
more! 

On schedule are exhibitions and 
discussions.so keep the date free. You 
owe it to your business to be there! 


DELEGATION SCHEDULE 

DUBAI (DUBAI HILTON HOTEL I 
4 to 7 January (Exhibition on 5 & 6) 

AMMAN (HOTEL INTERCONTINENTAL I 
7 to 9 January (Exhibition on 8 S 9) 

CAIRO (LE MERIDIEN CAJRO) 

10 to 14 January (Exhibition on 11 & 12) 

Timings: tO.COa.m. - 1.00 p.m. 
and 5.00 p.m. - 8.00p.m. 

For more details and information contact 



HoagKongTnide 
Development Causal 


WE CREATE OPPORTUNITIES 
Mddta East OtoCm. PO Bot Oub.* uwo Arm £uvraws 
Taf 6659SOWK64. Tatar 46X1 UARKE T EM Tatafaa 667 1 14 


THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE REUABLE 


PACKBMG, AIR FREIGM1 
FORWARDING, DOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES , CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE , TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 


m 


CROWN 

INT’L EST. 1 
Packing, shipping, || 
forwarding, storage, n 
clearing, door-to-door 
service 

Air. Sea and Land 


A/wriis all orar in* wand 

Tel: 664090 
Fax: 690852 
.O.Box 926487 


4 Rents' Sale 

Many villas and apartm 
are available for rent 
sale - furnished or unfur 
nlshed. 

" Also many lots of land a r 
available for sale. 

For further details, please 
call 

bdoun Real 


el. 610605, 810609, 
Fax: 810520. 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

• JUMBO photo 


LOOKING 
FOR A PLACE 
TO RENT IN 
WEST AMMAN 


• Frmm Metal Frame 
13 x 18 cb 

Shmetsani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


SOHA 
AT 


Sandi Real Estate 
687821/22 


Distinctive 

Villas Apartments Rats 
IN ROYAL WEST AMMAN 


real estate 

“R M 


Just call NIDAL 

3 


The Regency Foixe Hotel 


LOBBY LOUNGE 

,r.. c \ 

§ ALSABIL 

DAILY PIANO 

ENTERTAINMENT 


W 7// ■ y'y tsrj 

International Cuisine 
Spanish Specialities 

Open Lunch & Dinner 

tor Reserv'd! ion: Jehd A mi/uii 
Third Cirri i- Tel. 615061) - ti/yiini ' 



The first 4 best 
Chinese Restaurant 
- - in Jordan 

Isttkde. Mai Amman, near 
Ahfyytfi Girls School 

Itowamy If aaiHaMa 


Open daily 12:00*3:30 

p.m. 

7m — Midnight 





I NO ' &c£7AUKANtJ 



r CHEN’S 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

6:30- Midnight y 


• V*> 


RESTAURANT 


Special Chinese Foods 


Open I £ 6:00-1 1:30 duly 


Take away is Bvafhbh 

Wadi Saqra Road 
near Philadelphia Hotel 


TeL 661 922, Amman 


Cnee Tasted 
Always Loved 


AQABA 


CHINESE FOOD 

Open daily 

IZ-09 - ISfiO & 1&30 - 23’3B 
Tel: 03 ‘314415 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room...! 


IIAKOTEL 

(Uj<|I|Ib 


Amman -Tel. 668193 
P O Box 9403 ■ Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 






819564 - Abdoun 
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Stich, Leitdl lose in 

at New South Wals 




/S^cN — k 


A1 Ramtha, S. Arabia’s 
A 1 Nasr to clash in Irbid 


SYDNEY (APi — Top-seeded 
Michael Stich. showing little of 
the skill he used to win Wimble- 
don last year, joined the exodus 
of top-ranked players from the 
$560,000 New South Wales Open 
with a first-round loss Tuesday. 

The error-prone Stich, ranked 
fourth in the world, dropped six 
of his last seven service games to 
wild-card entry Todd Wood- 
bridge. the hometown favourite, 
in falling 4-6. 6-1. 6-1. 

Ivan Lendl, the No. 2 seed, 
lasted only a few hours longer, 
losing to hard-serving Richard 
Krajicek of the Netherlands 5-7. 
6-3, 6-3. 

Thus three of the eight men's 
seeds have departed in the first 
round. Four of the 16 seeded 
women were gone by the second 
round, and four who had first- 
round byes have yet to see action. 

Down a set and a service break 
to Stich. the SUth-ranked Wood- 
bridge ripped off six straight 
games, including a streak of 13 
consecutive points, to take con- 
trol. 

Stich briefly found his serve to 
win the opening game of the 


deciding set before Woodbridge 
ran off the last six games for the 
match. Typical of Stich "s day. he 
netted a backhand at match point 
For Woodbridge s seventh break. 

"I didn’t play too well." said 
the German, who had not com- 
peted in the month since the 
Grand Slam Cup and was hoping 
for more matches before the Au- 
stralian Open starts next Monday 
in Melbourne. "It was a bit too 
hot for me. I just want to work on 
that and get used to it." 

It was the biggest victory of 
Woodbridge ’s career. He over- 
came earfv problems with his 
forehand to take control with an 
aggressive style that had Stich 
spraying shots long, wide and into 
the net. 

"I didn't fee! I was hitting the 
ball as well as I could and that he 
wasn't playing as well as he 
could." Woodbridge said. "1 kept 
telling myself I had a chance, 
even down a break in the second 
set.” 

Lendl found himself outgunned 
by the 20-year-old Krajicek in a 
masterful showdown of power 
tennis in the swirling winds on a 


packed centre court at the Whire 
City Complex in midtown S>d- 
ne\ . 

Krajicek, ranked 44th in the 
world, busted 13 aces and 
other serves that nia Czechoslo- 
vak opponent failed to get hack 
into plav. Many os Lendl's strong 
baseline shots zipped past the 
hard-charging Dutchman at the 
net. but at 1.94 metres, he picked 
off enough to carte out on upset. 

"I just didn't get any rhythm 
out there at all." Lendl said. 
"What can you do'.' He has a big 
serve and he covers the net \erv 
well." 

No. 11 Sabine Appelmans of 
Belgium. No. 12 Lori McNeil of 
the United States, arid No. 14 
Natalia Zvereva of Georgia were 
ousted from the women's draw 
Tuesday, joining No. 17 Barbara 
Pauius on the sidelines. No. o 
Derrick Rcstagno of the United 
States started ~ the depletion of 
the men's ranks Monday. 

Even the winners T ue&day 
found the going touch. 

No. 7 Zina Garrison of United 
States, No. 15 compatriot Gigi 
Fernandez and No. 16 Rcdku 


Zrubakova of Czechoslovakia 
needed three sets to win their 
first -round women's matches, 
both over qualifiers. No. 5 Con- 
chita Martinez of Spain also was 
stretched to the limit in a second- 
round pairing. 

Arantxa Sanchez Vicario of 
Spain, the No. 2 women's seed, 
was forced to a first-set tiebreak- 
er and faced four set points be- 
fore advancing to the third round. 
Her seventh-seeded brother. 
Emilio Sanchez, also had a tieb- 
reaker before his opponent in- 
jured a hamstring and was forced 
to retire. 

Only No. 9 Leila Meskhi of 
Georgia, among the women, and 
No. 4 Petr Korda of Czechoslova- 
kia and No. 5 Magnus Gusiafsson 
of Sweden among the men had 
relatively easy times, winning in 
straight sets. 

American Pam Shriver was 
ousted in a hard-fought three- 
setter by Manon Bollegraf of the 
Netherlands. 

The top-seeded woman. Gab- 
rieia Sabatini of Argentina, had 
a first-round bye and plays her 
first match Wednesday. 


AMMAN I'J.T.l — Al Hassan Sports City Sudiwu in Irbid 
Wednesday witnesses the clash between Jordan’s Al Ramtha and 
AJ Nasr of Saudi Arabia in the first leg of the Asian Cup Winners 
Cup semifinal match. 

Prime Minister Sharif Zcid Ben Shaker. Minister of Youth Saleh 
Irsheidal and a number of officials will attend the match in 
addition to thousands of exuberant Ramtha fans. 

AJ Nasr’s delegation arrived In Amman Monday and were 
greeted upon arrival by officials from Al Ramtha Club and the 
Saudi Embassy in Amman. 

Al Nasr h ad a practice session at the Yarmouk University 
Stadium while their Jordanian counterparts trained at the Jordan 
University of Science and Technolog}'. 

Al Ramtha had beaten Malvan of Iran, while Al Nasr eliminated 
Kazma of Kuwait in the quarterfinals. 

' The second leg of the semifinal will be played in the Saudi 
capital, Riyadh, on Jan. 23. 


Indian grandmaster wins 
Italian chess tournament 


McEnroe named t© U.S,, Davis Cep team 


NEW YORK ( R) — John McEn- 
roe, absent from the U.S. Davis 
Cup team that fell in last year's 
final to France, was named Mon- 
day to the team that will play 
Argentina in an opening-round 
match later this month in Maurta 
Lani. Hawaii. 

The selection marks McEn- 
roe's record 12th year of Davis 
Cup play. The 32-vear-old McEn- 
roe had shared the U.S. mark of 
11 years with Bill Tilden and Stan 
Smith. 

*‘I picked him because of the 


fire he has deep down to win the 
Davis Cup again." U.S. captain 
Tom Gorman said of McEnroe, 
the cornerstone of four cup win- 
ning teams, in a telephone inter- 
view from his Palm Springs. Cali- 
fornia, home. 


McEnroe, holder of six U.S. 
Davis Cup records, and doubles 
specialist Rick Leach will join 
previously announced players 
Andre Agassi and Pete Sampras 
on the team, the U.S. Tennis 
Association said. 


McEnroe last played in 199 l's 
quarterfinals win over Spain 
when he won two singles match- 
es. Though he asked to K- chosen 
for the 1991 final. Gorman 
selected Agassi. Sampras. Ken 
Flach and Robert Seguso. The 
defending champions United 
States were routed bv France 4- 1 . 


to play the singles but we have 
option in case something hap- 
pens," Gorman siad. 

Leach, who compiled a 6-0 
Davis cup doubles record with 
former partner Jim Pugh, would 
seem to be McEnroe’s likely part- 
ner. but Gorman was not com- 
mitting himself. 


REGGIO EMILIA. Italy tR) — 
Indian grandmaster Vish- 
wanathan” Anand won the star- 
studdied Reggio Emilia Chess 
Tournament when he beat Alex- 
ander Belyavsky of Ukraine in 
the ninth and fi.al round. 

World Champion Garry Kas- 
parov. who drew his final match 
with Alexander Khalifman. was 
joint second with Boris Gelfand. 

Fourth was former world 
champion Anatoly Karpov who 
could only draw with Gelfand 
after eight hours of play, despite 
being a pawn up in a rock's 
end-game. 

"TTiis is my greatest ever suc- 
cess." an elated Anand told Reu- 
ters afterwards. "I confess I did 
not expect at first to win here 
with Kasparov and Karpov play- 


*Anand. a 22-year-old prodigy 
from Madras who plays very 
quickly 3nd never runs into time 
problems, reminded m3nv sea- 
soned observers of Cuban chess 
legend Jose Raul Capablanca. 

His win over Belyavsky after 40 
moves and three and a half hours 
of play gave him 6 points overall 
in this, the highest level tourna- 
ment ever staged. 


All JO players were in the 
world’s top 20. including five of 
the top six. with only Britain's 
Nigel Short absent. All 10 were 
born in the former Soviet Union 
expect Anand. 

Before Monday's games. 
Anand was level on points with 
Gelfand and Kasparov. 


McEnroe is expected to play 
doubles, with Sampras and Agas- 
si playing singles. Gorman said. 

"As we look at it now. chances 
are that Pete and Andre are going 


"McEnroe will be the player I 
will be pairing people with.” said 
Gorman, who said Sampras was 
also a possible doubles player for 
the tie starring on Jan. 31. 


WASHINGTON (R> — Fallen 
soccer star Diego Maradona may- 
encounter obstacles to any plans 
of taking up residence in the 
United States, a U.S. official 
said. 

Maradona, who faces cocaine 
possession and trafficking charges 
in Argentina, told the Buenos 
Aires newspaper La Nacion in an 
interview published Sunday that 
he was planning to move with his 
wife Claudia and infant daughters 
Dalma and Giannina to Florida in 
about three months. 

Duke Austin, spokesman for 
the U.S. Immigration and Natur- 
alisation Service, suggested 
Washington would take a dim 
view of Maradon's plans if cri- 
minal charges were pending 
against him. 

"You can't just take up resi- 
dence in the United St3tes, you 
have to qualify for residency... 
even if he purchased properly 
doesn't mean he can live here." 
Mr. Austin said. 

"The agency that’s going to 
determine whether he would be 
granted a visa would be the State 
Department. ’’ 

State Department policy is to 
deny visas to aliens convicted of 
drug trafficking. If criminal drug 
charges are pending, as in Mara- 
dona's case, a visa could still be 
denied if consular officials have 
reason to believe the candidate 
was involved in drug trafficking. 

The State Department Monday 
declined to comment on Marado- 
na's situation. 

Maradona was arrested in 
April at a Buenos Aires flat 
where police found cocaine and 
was released a few hours later 
after paving S2U.000 bail. 

He told the newspaper that he 
had admitted before the judge 


hearing the case that he had used 
cocaine but denied the possession 
and trafficking charges. 

Before his arrest, the Italian 
Soccer League had banned Mara- 
dona. a Napoli midfielder, from 
playing for 15 months after his 
urine sample showed traces of 
cocaine. The International Foot- 
ball Federation later extended 
the ban worldwide. 

Meanwhile said: "We don't 
want to say right now where we 
are moving to. It will be hard for 
my wife and the kids but I have 
already taken a derision. We've 
even rented the house where we 
will live." 

He said he had turned down an 
invitation from Cuban leader 
Fidel Castro to move to the 
Communist-ruled island to estab- 
lish soccer clinics for children. 

In his interview. Maradona 
said he had finished a $36,000. 
three-month rehabilitation prog- 
ramme and repeated that he 
would not return to professional 
soccer. 

Maradona, who reckoned he 
was about 12 kilograms over his 
ideal weight, said he was the 
victim of a plot designed to des- 
troy him and spoke bitterly about 
having been used by Argentine 
politicians. 

He argued that the Italian Soc- 
cer League had banned him in 
revenge for Argentina's victory 
over Italy’s squad in the 1990 
World Cup semifinals. 

“That suspension was to make 
me pay for everything that hap- 
pened during (he World Cup in 
Italy, and nobody can make me 
think otherwise." he said. 

"When they yanked me from 
soccer they killed me. Sports- 
wise. they put me in a coma. And 
when I returned to Argentina, 
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Diego Maradona 

they finished me off." he said. 

"I think there is a Capo (Italian 
for gang leader), a head that 
makes derisions and that, when I 
was found sleeping in that famous 
flat... someone gave the order to 
go ahead.” he said, speaking to 


La Nacion at his weekend villa 
outside Buenos Aires. 

A former goodwill ambassador 
for UNICEF and Argentina, 
Maradona could face up to two 
years in prison if found guilty of 
drug possession. 


SPORTS NEWS IN BRIEF 


Lartigue revels in African mud 


PARIS fR) — Frenchman Pierre Lartigue revelled in the muddy 
tracks of equatorial Africa Monday to win his first stage of the 
Paris-Cape Town Rally. Lartigue upstaged team mates Ari 
Vatanen of Finland and Sweden's Bjorn Waldegard on the 770 
kms stretch from Oyem to FranccvjHe in a Citroen sweep of the 
first three places. Vatanen. winner of the previous three stages, 
finished one minute seven seconds behind Lartigue, with Walde- 
gard third. 2:35 adrift. Despite the Citroen charge, team rivals 
Mitsubishi retained their grip on the rally with Frenchman Hubert 
Auriol. fifth on the day. and team mates Erwin Weber of 
Germany and Japan's Kenjiro Shinozuka the top trio. 


Barkley gets to tell his side 


MILWAUKEE ( AP) — Philadelphia 76ers forward Charles 
Barkley is getting the chance to tell prosecutors his version of a 
recent fracas in which he broke a Milwaukee man's nose. Barkley, 
who has said the punch was in self-defence, was due to present his 
side of the story to the Milwaukee County district attorney’s 
office. Assistant District Attorney Michael Steinhafel said he 
wanted to hear from both sides before deciding whether any 
charges should be filed against Barkley. The player is accused of 
hitting James R. McCarthy, 25, on Dec. 22 after the 76ers’ 110-97 
loss to the Milwaukee Bucks the previous night. McCarthy's 
injury required seven stitches. Barkley was arrested on Dec. 22 at 
his hotel and was released on $500 bond. A misdemeanor battery 
charge carries a maximum penalty of nine months in jail and a 
$10,000 fine. 


Novacek out of New Zealand Open 


AUCKLAND ( AP) — Qualifier Jacco Eltingh of the Netherlands 
upset top-seeded Karel Novacek of Czechoslovakia 7-6 (7-5). 7-6 
(7-3) Tuesday in a first-round match at the $182,500 New Zealand 
Open. Eltingh had not won a regular ATP Tournament match 
since July at Newport, the 21-year-old, ranked 110th in the world, 
advanced to the round of 16 at Wimbledon last year, but he has 
had his troubles since. It had Eltingh 's first career win over a 
top-10 player. Novacek is ranked eighth in the world. 
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GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH H1RSCH 

'Ml Ti'Ou'K '/TOO ServTfcir.. Inc 


TEST YOUR PLAY 


Boih vulnerable. North deals. 
NORTH 

* 5 4 2 

r a 9 

: K Q 9 6 5 
4852 

WEST EAST 

♦ Void * Q 8 6 

’QJ 1073 ' K 6 5 2 

: 10 8 4 3 ; A J 7 

* Q 10 7 6 4 J 9 I 

SOUTH 

♦ AKJ 10 973 

' 8 4 

v 2 

4AK3 
The bidding: 

North East South West 

Pass Pass 1 4 Pass 

2 * Pass 4 * Pass 

Pass Pass 
Opening lead: Queen of 
Here's a test of your dummy-play 
technique. Cover the East- West 
cards with your thumbs and decide 
how you would play Tour spades af- 
ter a heart lead- 

Note that, despitp a hand loaded 
with playing tricks, South had no 
inclination to look for slam after 
receiving a spade raise from North. 
The South hand contained five los- 
ers, and to hope that North, who 
could do no more than make a single 


raise, would take care of more than 
two of them would be the height of 
optimism. 

At the table, declarer woo the 
heart in dummy and led a spade to 
the king. When West showed out, 
declarer eventually had tc concede 
one trick in each suit for down one 

Let's see what would happen if. at 
trick two. declarer were to lead the 
deuce of trumps and take an 
against-the-odds finesse. As the 
cards lie. the finesse would win and 
the contract would be home. ■’That’s 
the play of a result merchant," you 
would say. Not so. It's a play that 
guarantees the contract. 

Suppose East follows and West 
wins the queen. The best the de- 
fenders can dc> is to cash their heart 
trick and shift to clubs. Declarer 
wins the cluh, drawB the remaining 
trump and leads a diamond to the 
king and ace. East perseveres with 
clubs, but declarer is in charge. After 
winning the cluh. South leads the 
three of spades and overtakes with 
dummy's five. The ciub loser goes on 
the queen of diamonds, and the con- 
tract is home, but only just 

At worst, declarer's play gives up 
an overtrick. At best, it brings home 
a game chat would otherwise have 
been defeated. 



( DOFTGOON/PET-I 1 
DOING IT FOR YOU 


I was) 






f I PON T KNOW 
WM0'5 WIPING 
BEHIND THAT 
TREE WITH A 
l SNOWBALL..., 


n h 


BUT WHOEVER IT IS 
BETTER GET RID OP IT 
U BECAUSE IF WE THROWS IT 
l AT ME, l‘M 60NNA POUND 
§ HIM INTO THE 6R0UNP! 





WHAT? k / YEH, LENDME 

S MY FIVE BUCKS 
) YOU Ovu6 ME — 
'WILL YA. HUH? 
THERE'S NO TOLLIN' 
, WHAT I MIGHT t 
\ PICK UP MUTT.«/ 


THE LITTLE 8008 
MIGHT PICK UP A 

watch OR SOME 
bargain at that. 
HE USUALLY HAS 
DUMB LUCKFf” 




A HORSE 
COLLAR?- 
WHAT GOOD 
iS THAT? WE j 
CAN’T USE t 
IT/ WF HAVE] 
HO HORSE!/ 


1 KNOW, BUT LOOK AT iT! 
AIN'T IT A BARGAIN/ 
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horoscope 

FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY JAM ARY 8. 199- 


sy Tho.Tss S Psr^-~. 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: Mer- 
cury and Mart arc both making 
interesting aspects now. tr Jtcatir.j: 
that an expression of yvtii energies 
will he called imr» irt'or. or a 
positive rule, and that you 
gain - benefit quickly. 

ARIES: (March Z\ lo April iVi 
Decide early just how you want the 
future to go wish an undcrslancmc 
partner and then later you find that 
you can gel into :hs jpeef:* «■' 
this course 


.■•’.J !rcr. then <?r. von caa bnzg 
tbeT :.s -.hr arentsen cf Irjtndi 


LIBRA: :Ssp« cr.be r !’• toGdsbcr 
221 Y.u; cut*, so prKiy much wjj 2 i 
■. o-j w.m: the- moyrjinj sa per per- 
Mina i pi '■ns- m nsot-n^ Set ia?*r 

need a c.-ir-'udsrrfhfc of 

ana rn rcl.ii- 

SCORPIO; I0.trw; 23 to Smen. 


ber 2! i Thi - 1? ‘.hr skry and cvcn®g 


TAURUS: t April 2iJ to May ZV; 
You have some highly irr.pcr.ati*. 
task:, tc* do in mak:P£ ali cNau; you 
more an rart/ve after which you 
gel out in :hc world and get assist- 
ance. 

GEV.iM: (May 21 lo Juno 2!« 
There are a number ol inlerr-::.ig 
allies with whom you can cer a 
fresh new point cf view m :hc 
morning but later you car: vhow 
you interest in working out and 
doing you: own thing 

MOON CHILDREN: i Jurtc 22 to 
July 21) Get that hieher-up to give 
his approval iu a new plan you 
have, then off to the new ally with 
whom you want :o get to go .dong 
with you. 

LEO: I July 22 to August 21 1 Now 
you find that you arc the one who 
does need to find out what friends 
win do in conjunction with you. 
when you can gel the approval of 
official. 


v«i i-» sywti- youi !»rrc n-jjeth- 
elindr.smit strain oi joints of r&v. 
Mors .in. I data need in 

;r.c :u:ur. : 


b\GJTTA!UE S: : Nffvmhcr 22 to 
fJ:ce rrarrr 2!) \ urocrsianaing 
■'rrrnJ ' : *i» idea*, m tfcc 
‘nomine hut L.:sr you fee! ywrdo 
rt-i: hr-v the «-e!'.c£r. that help v~q 
lh»- r.i-s: vnrraHi 


VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) There arc a number of behind 
the scenes discussions to take up 


CAPRICORN: (December 21 to 
January Soiv:: (h.i! public prob- 
lem l— r’v •*' v-.i.s ui!! be able lo get 
off wi:h good friends and w<.rfc 
w:h the™ '.e» -r*wcrs ;r. vojtu 
persona! Lnu ,r nas 

Ayl ARILS: iJjrtuary 21 to Febru- 
ary ; > Now :ho- -:«j are eirfe to 
■see J.o* others arc operating vo« 
cun certain 1 v «ti u-we fine ;dsas :n 
the Ri'jrntnc S*u: don's :aks then m 

bigwij;.. 

PISCES: i rchru.ir. 2*> ;o March 
2ii| You can z-’l '.ntvre-tinp nr*pnn- 
5:h:liiie> -n burl •:.! you in the 
morning and fi r 2 the right manner 
in wh'ch r«> plf.t-v an rariachnten' 
by sacrificing >s-u: own detirev 
To-uehi. 


THE BETTER HALF 


By Harrii 



‘If s a misprint. You should be 
drinking 8 glasses of water 
every day — not gallons ■" 


THAT SCRAMBLED WO*D GAME 

* tv H.?r.ri AtnciO ari tee 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


STYTE 


i GIESE 



ZD 

□ 

□ 


YURLOH 



_ 

mm 


JITNEC 


CCMPETmCt 

WAVS 5EE\ 


Now arrange me cir^i^-j leiiers to 
fomi the suibnse answer, as sug- 
gested by ibe above cartoon. 


Print answer here: VERY 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Yesterday's I Jumb,es: STOOP UNEP THORAX FLATLY 

| Answer: It appears 10 be a contradiction when one savs 
that guy was always this — 4 LITTLE 1 SHORT" 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Prattle 
5 Hindu hero 
9 Strikebreaker 

13 Eng. river 

14 Blue -penal 

15 Mar 

16 Ideally attractive 
person 

18 Bea Arthur role 

19 Poetic time 

20 “ — the land of 
the..." 

21 Boxed 

23 Steps heavily 

28 Formerly once 

27 Curve 

28 Erudite 

32 Soviet news 
agency 

35 Legal tender 

36 Raw metal 

37 Square column 

38 Ship's officers 

39 Lacquered 
metalware 

40 — rut 

41 island greeting 

42 USA word: abbr. 

43 — cachet 
(imprisonment 
order! 

45 Patriotic gp. 

47 Diner sign 

48 Takes away 
(tromi 

53 Wood-boring 
insect 

56 Edible seed 

57 inlet 

58 Wild plums 

59 Fantasy place 

62 End prematurely 

63 Interrupting 
word 

64 Actress 
Swenson 

65 Football ream 

66 Tiny plant 

67 Borsent 
Ingredient 




_aauH» 


-1»1 Tnouna Moil 3 
A* ftanitnrMrviO 


DOWN 

1 Certain student 

2 Employer 

3 Place ol action 

4 Hyson 


5 Insurgents 

6 Love greatly 

7 Ms Farrow 

8 Lawyers: abbr 

9 Meager 

10 Judge's mtilej 
tr --de-camp 
12 Extorted money 
horn 

15 — pants (knew- 
lt-am 

17 Floor cleaners 
22 Rose and 
Seeger 

24 Tableland 

25 Inebriated 

29 !L resort 

30 A Gardner 

31 Fores! animal 

32 Appendage 

33 — Boteyn 

34 Ship's cabm 

35 State of mind 

38 Consecrated 

39 Scarietfs hpfflfi 
41 Painter 

44 Animal handers 


Yesterday's Puzzle Solved: 


Q00B: - QQnaFT ? Bonn 
aonn 
nnuran maiiir 
-v nranno -minniiR 
aangraaFT-snanann 
QGciiiinQ- tnnriHni 
gnira0H^HRQ0 rtHHB 

IJ.BC1 

nqQo^nna/j wrannw 

—rxHHSPQ naniinn 
gnpnfinn nwirr.ntin 
nnunu 

P.28H U^nnu r innr/ 

nunn 

nnmi nnnnn nnuM 


45 Becomes angry 53 Autocrat 

46 Ancient Syria E x ,ie inland 
4? Fencing swords 55 Chtesft 

50 Wading Dn-d 60 Gr letter 

51 Slight trace 6l Ad 

52 Anwar of Egypt nmprqvtse) 
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Financial Jordan Times 

Markets 1 . ,n co_op * r * tio " w * th 

Cairn Amman Bank 

V/H Dollar in ImanatlOMi Markets 


New York 
Close 



Tokyo 

Close 


<w«- 6/1/1992 i*r 7/1/1992 


T.8B2S 


1.88 


.1.5165 


French .Frame 


'Jftpuew Yen ■ 


EuropeaH Currvny VnH 



12J.35- 


1.3425 


123.00 


1.3445' 


C ur re n cy 


U.S. 



j 1 MTH 

3 MTHS 

6 MTHS 


6.00 

4.06 

4.1? 

4.12 


10.56 

10.56 , 

10.56 

9.50 

9.50 

9.50 

9.43 


8. DO 

B.00 

7.93 

9.9J 

9.93 

9.B1 

9.68 

5.28 

5.25 

5.00 

5.00 

10.51 

10.51 

10.12 

10.00 


French Franc 


Japanese Yea 


Earapeaa Commcy Loll | , D-31 | 10 . ?1 ) ]Q , 12 I, 


IMcrhMh bid n»> fw m w w > mnWiag'l .V DolUr- I.Mu.OUO or cqiBvalenL 


Melal 


Gold 


£1 kim 


USIWOz | JD/Cra' | Metal 


J&8.65 6.70 


Date: 7/1/1992 


USD/Oz JD/Gm 


Ccmral Bank of Ionian Exchange Baca BaHadn 

Data: 7/1/199Z 




Bahraini Dinar 


Lebanese Lira 


Saudi Kiyal 


Kuwaiti Dinar 


Qatari Riyal 


Egyptian Pound 


Omani Rlyal T. r 


UAE Dirham 


Greek Drachma 


Cypriot Pound 


CAB lmfices for Amman Financial Haricat 



7/1/1992 


• Offer 


1.7650 ' 


.0769 


.1800 


.2100 


1.7310 


.18330 


.3820 


1.5500 



5/1/1992 IW 6/1/1992 


131.25 


Banking Sector 


Insurance Sector 


Industry Sector 


Services Sector 


UKTnbr .*1. IWi 


108.14 


130.56 


165.6? 


165.57 


108.09 


131.25 


165.30 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 
on die London foreign exchange and bullion markets Tuesday. 


One Sterling 1.8780/90 

One U.S. dollar 1.1433/38 

13150/60 
1.7055/65 
13448/55 
31.20/24 
5.1750/1800 
1145/1146 
122.85/95 
5.5250/5300 
5.9620/70 
5.8900/50 

Onto ounce of gold 349.50/350.00 


U.S. dollar 
Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch' guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 


Tel: 677420 


Kavnal Shlnnawi, Farouq 
Ftshawl & Najwa Fuad 
In 

DR. MANAL DANCES 


(Arabic) 

Show 3:30, 6:15, 830. 10J0 



U.S. automakers report 
worst sales in 8 years 


DETROIT (AP) — Automakers 
Monday reported selling 12.3 mil- 
lion cars and light trucks in 1991. 
an 11.8 per cent decline from the 
year before and the worst sales 
year since 1983. ■ 

The Honda Accord, made in 
Ohio and Japan, was America's 
best-selling car for the third- 
straight year and the Ford F- 
series truck was the best-selling 
vehicle overall for the 10th 
straight year. 

Sales of cars and trucks mar- 
keted by General Motors (G.M.) 
Corp., Ford Motor Co. and 
Chrysler Corp. declined 13.2 per 
cent last year over the year be- 
fore, far more than the five per 
cent decline Japanese automak- 
er reported. 

The reports came on the eve of 
President Bush's trade meeting in 
Japan and underscored tensions 
between the United States and 
the Asian nation. About three- 
fourths of the $41 billion-plus, 
U.S. trade deficit with Japan is in' 
automobiles and auto parts. 

Individually, GM's sales drop- 
ped 12 5 per cent. Ford's fell 13.6 
per cent and Chrysler's were 
down 14.7 per cent. 

GM's stock rose SI to S3 3. 50 
per share, while Ford was up 50 
cents to finish at S30.875 and 
Chrysler increased 12.5 cenis to 
finish at '$13,625. U.S. automaker 
stocks have been rising so far this 
year as investors bet on a re rum to 
profitability with an improving 
economy and Japanese trade con- 
cessions. 

Among the Japanese automak- 
ers, Toyota’s sales declined 4.4 
per cent, Nissan’s slumped 6.3 
per cent and Honda's dropped six 
per cent. 

In 1983, as the narion began to 


emerge from a recession, auto- 
makers sold H.7 million vehicles. 
The depressed 1991 U.S, sales 
pace spread to Japan, where new- 
vehicle sales were off 3.9 per 
cent, the first year-to-year decline 
in a decade. 

In the United States, the big 
three held 70 per cent of the 
market Iasi year, down from 72.1 
per cent the year before, and the 
Japanese held 26.7 per cent, up 
from 23.5 per cent in 1990. 

The leaders of the big three 
automakers, long critical of 
Japanese market protectionism 
and trading practices, are accom- 
panying Mr. Bush on his four-day 
trip to Japan. 

There were reports from 
Tokyo that Japanese automakers 
may offer the U.S. delegation 
some concessions, including grea- 
ter U.S. access to the Japanese 
auto market. Michigan Democra- 
tic representative Sander Levin, 
sponsor of rough trade legislation 
in the House, said Mr. Bush must 
come home with solid commit- 
ments from the Japanese. 

Auto executives and analysts 
have said an increase in sales is at 
the heart of any recovery in the 
battered auto industry. 

Last year's miserable sales 
were capped by a 9.1 per cent 
increase in lat e-December sales 
of North American-made cars 
and light trucks. GM's sales for 
the Dec. 21-31 period were up 1.2 
per cent and Ford's rose 35.4 per 
cent. Both companies period ex- 
tremely strong truck sales during 
the period. 

Chrysler’s sales were estimate 
to have declined 5.7 per cent. 
Chrysler reports sales only on a 
monthly basis. The Associated 
Press estimate is based on the 


automaker's average monthly 
market share over the 12 previous 
months. 

Weak new-vehicle sales were 
the driving forces behind what 
promises to be Detroit's worst 
finance year in history. Despite 
aggressive cost-cutting by each of 
the big three, the companies were 
expected to report more than $5 
billion in 199! losses, far worse 
than in 1980, when they lost 
about $4.5 billion. 

The financial reports were due 
at the end of January or early 
February. 

**Our cost-reduction effort was 
so good and our cash manage- 
ment so much improved that we 
don't really need much of an 
upturn (in sales) in order to be 
profitable." Chrysler President 
Robert Lutz said Monday. 

Analysts and auto executives 
have forcast an increase in 1992 
sales of somewhere around 10 per 
cent, provided the economy be- 
gins a modest recovery in the 
second half of the year. 

Ford North American Sales 
Vice President Robert Rewey 
said Monday there were some 
indications that sales will be im- 
proving, especially for trucks. 

“During the first quarter." he 
said, “we expect our car sales to 
be up a little from the depressed 
levels of early 1991 . but our truck 
sales rise more sharply." 

Ford had an aggressive incen- 
tive programme in effect for com- 
mercial buyers of the F-series 
trucks, which pushed up the com- 
pany’s December truck sales by 
25.8 per cent. For the year, 
however. Ford truck sales were 
down 10.4 per -rent from 1990. 


Kuwait faces record 
budget deficit in 91-92 


KUWAIT (R) — Dramatic in- 
creases in defence spending cou- 
pled with sharply lower oil and 
investment income will push 
Kuwait's budget deficit to a re- 
cord $18.29 billion in fiscal 1991- 
1992. Kuwaiti economists say. 

Figures for the long-delayed 
budget, which has yet to be 
announced officially, predict de- 
fence spending for the year that 
started last July 1 would rise 
five-fold to 2.64 billion dinars 
($9.1 billion), the economists say. 

No breakdown of how the 
money will be spent is available 
but Kuwait, still harbouring fears 
of a military threat from Iraq, 
plans to buy more defence 
equipment and build up its army. 

It will also be bearing the brunt 
of costs of training exercises with 
U.S.. British and French troops. 
Kuwait has either signed or plans 
to sign long-term defence pacts 
with its three main Western allies 
in the Gulf war. 

This will help push total gov- 
ernment spending up 67 per cent 
from 1990-1991 to 6.089 billion 
dinars ($20.99 billion). 

Revenues are expected to 
plummet to 870 million dinars ($3 
billion) — around a third of 
1990-1991 levels. 

Oil income, the mainstay of 
Kuwait's economy, will account 
for about 80 per cent of that 
amount. In line with normal poli- 
cy. 10 per cent of total revenues 
will go to overseas assets which 
make up a Reserve Fund for 
Future Generations iRFFG). 

Economists and bankers say 
the budget figures, which have 
been approved by the govern- 
ment. are being scrutinised by its 


Bulgarian premier foresees hard times 


SOFIA (R) — Prime Minister 
Filip Dimitrov told Bulgarians 
Monday to expect a hard year as 
the country struggles to clear the 
rubble of its former communist 
economy. 

In a televised address. Mr. 
Dimitrov said prices would rise, 
along with joblessness. 

Forecasts for 1992 show an 
average monthly price increase of 
3.5 per cent, due in put to a drop 
in industrial output of 24 per cent 
in 1991. 

A third of Bulgaria's industry 
was uncompetitive, he said. Get- 
ting rid of it would inevitably lead 
to mass unemployment. 

Mr. Dimitrov said joblessness 
at the end of the year topped 
415,000 or 10 per cent of the 
workforce. For every available 
job, there were 41 unemployed 
people. 

Mr. Dimitrov said Bulgaria 
would rely on privatisation. Its 
law on foreign investment, ex- 
pected to be ratified by parlia- 
ment this month, would catalyse 


the economy, he said. 

With the break-up of the Soviet 
Union. Bulgaria had lost one of 
its major foreign markets. 

Meanwhile. Ukraine has sus- 
pended its electric power deliver- 
ies to Bulgaria after a barter 
agreement between both govern- 
ments expired. Bulgaria's top 
energy official has said. 

Energy committee chairman 
Lyulin Radulov said Ukraine had 
stopped power deliveries after 
the agreement expired at the end 
of 1991. 

He said the move could lead to 
widespread power cuts and elec- 
tricity rationing. 

Ukraine cut electricity supplies 
to Bulgaria in October but res- 
tored them in November after the 
two sides agreed on a barter 
agreement under which Bulgaria 
would exchange raw materials, 
industrial goods and food for 
Ukrainian electricity. 

Mr. Radulov said Ukraine was 
now demanding payment in hard 


currency. 

Bulgaria, struggling to rescue 
its debt-crippled economy, relied 
on the former Soviet Union for 10 
per cent of its total electricity 
consumption. Most of the energy 
came from Ukraine. 

Since voting for independence 
Ukraine has assumed full control 
of its electric power production 
and export. 

Mr. Radulov said Bulgarian 
energy officials would leave for 


the Ukrainian captal Kiev and for 
Moscow this week to negotiate a 
new agreement. 

Bulgaria relies on its out-dated 
nuclear power plant in Kozloduy 
for 40 per cent of its power needs 
but only three of the six Soviet- 
built reactors at the plant are' 
working. 

Sofia is also negotiating with 
other neighbouring countries, 
such as Greece, for electricity 
supplies. 



■ 

CARS FOR SALE 



Citroen CX 25 GTI, 1986 model, 
Rover Vanden Plas, 1986 model, 
custom duties not paid yet. 

Please contact tel. 676812 



Saudis to set up 
specialised mining firm 


NICOSIA (R> — Saudi Arabia is 
to set up a specialised mining 
company in the near future, the 
Saudi Press Agency (SPA) has 
reported. 

Saudi Oil Minister Hisham 
Nazer, quoted by SPA, said final 
studies had been completed for 
founding the company. 

Sheikh Nazer said the company 
would have the same status as 
Saudi Arabia's oil companies. 

The plan would be submitted 
to the Saudi cabinet “in the near 
future" for approval, he added. 


SPA said King Fahd personally 
called for establishing the firm. 

Sheikh Nazer said Saudi Ara- 
bia’s Mahd Adb-Dhahab gold 
mine, inaugurated in 1983. was 
bringing in large gains. The 
Sukhayrat gold mine, discovered 
five years ago, was already pro- 
ducing and more gold had been 
traced in the desert kingdom. 

Saudi Arabia also produces 
limestone, marble, day, salt and 
gypsum. It also has deposits of 
iron, lead, silver and zinc and 
other minerals. 
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Cinema 


Tel: 634144 




Patrick Swayze and 

Demi Moore ] 

GHOST J 

.Shows: 12 JO, 3:30, 6:15. 8^0, 10:30 p.m. § 

Special shows for children J| 
on Thursday and Friday 

\ at 11:30 am. jj| 

A BOOK OF HEROES 1 


Tel: 675571X /Cinema 


Tel: 62515; 

At Msshini Theatre X / 


:»V, 


■ > On Thursday Jan. 2 at 8 p.m. 


The stars of Haret Abu Awwad family will resume their 
peritarances of 

TERMINATOR “2» 

Tnmuw A1 ShaUaM 

JUDGEMENT DAY 

“Somersault Time” 


^ Tickets available daily at the theatre'9 entrance. J 

\ / 

Show: 3:30. ft:30. KJO p.m. 


STEREO SYSTEM 


NEEDED A GOOD SECOND HAND SYSTEM 


PLEASE CALL : 637395 


British Ladies of Amman 

Meeting will be held at Marriott Hotel on 
Wednesday 8 Jan. 1992 at 10 a.m. 

All Welcome 


Amendment to the Invitation of the 
International Central Tender 
Construction of the Faculty of 
Educational Sciences Building 
at University of Jordan 
AMMAN — JORDAN 

Jordanian con treeless in building classified category (1) and foreign 
contractors and their joint-venture who wish to participate in this bid are 
invited to contact the Central Tenders Department. University of Jordan 
to receive a copy of the tender document No (85/91) about the 
construction ol the building of the Faculty of Educational Sciences, with 
an approximate area of 17.000 sq. metres on the campus ol the 
University of Jordan. Amman, Jordan. The last date to deposit the oiler 
will be 26.1.1992 and in accordance with the following conditions: 

1. Any offer having any conditions or reservations contradictory to the 
tender invitation conditions will not be considered. 

2. The project is partially financed by the World Bank, and by the 
Government of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan. 

3. The price of bid copy is JD 250. 

4. Last dale for selling bid copy is 22.1.92. 

5. Financial offers to be deposited at the Tender Box at the Central 
Tenders Department not later than 12 o'clock midday of the date 
fixed above and will be opened the following day at 12:00 noon. 

6. The foreign contractors and their joint-venture are requested to 

submit technical and financial proposal. The evaluation of the 
technical proposal is made on toe basis of toe criteria and put forth by 
toe Ministry of Public Works & Housing. Chairman 

University of Jordan Tenders Committee 
Address of University of Jordan 
Amman, Jordan 
Telex: 21629 
Fax: 832318 


elected national assembly. 

The budget was held up be- 
cause of difficulties in predicting 
expenditure and oil income as 
Kuwait extinguished hundreds of 
wellhead fires. 

The last fire was put out on 
Nov. 6 but officials say Kuwait 
must spend another SlO billion to 
$15 billion over the next two to 
three years to rebuild its oil in- 
frastructure. 

Kuwait is producing around 
500,000 barrels per day fb.d) 
compared with a capacity of 2.2 
million before the invasion. It 
expeas to be producing 1.5 mil- 
lion b/d by the end of 1992. 

Oil income for fiscal 1992-1993 
has been projected at two billion 
dinars ($6.9 billion) but econom- 
ists say the estimate could drop 
because of lower oil prices caused 
by a worldwide recession. 

With crude rvenues climbing 
slowly and income from overseas 
assets sharply cut. Kuwait faces 
more big deficits over the next 
five years, economists say. 

Bankers estimate Kuwait has 
sold off about half the assets in its 
$70 billion RFFG. primarily to 
pay the U.S. -led coalition which 
drove Iraq out of the emirate last 
February, ending seven months 
of occupation. 

The rest of the money covered 
costs generated by financial aid to 
front-line states hit by crisis, sup- 
port of Kuwaitis abroad during 
the occupation and compensation 
to Kuwaitis who stayed behind. 

Annual earnings from these 
overseas interest-bearing assets 
had been between $3 billion and 
$4 billion a year prior to the 
August 1990 invasion, hut would. 


drop to between $1.4 billion and 
$1.7 billion as a result, they said. 

These earnings, which were 
always excluded from the budget, 
had been enough to wipe out 
previous pulbished deficits. 

Kuwait holds another 540 bil- 
lion in a separate General Re- 
serve Fund but this includes S2t) 
billion of Iraqi debt and equity in 
big Kuwaiti firms like Kuwait 
Airways. 

Kuwait has put non-recurring 
costs stemming from the Gulf war 
and its aftermath in an off ba- 
lance sheet totalling 2.9K3 billion 
dinars ($10.2$ billion) for fiscal 
1991-1992. 

This amount, which has 
already been paid, includes only 
pan of $22 billion worth of war 
debts pledged to its Gulf war 
allies. It also excludes SI. 5 billion 
which covered the cost of capping 
burning oilwells. 

Economists said the remaining 
amounts were probahlv included 
in Kuwait's actual IV90-I991 ex- 
penditure. 

They predicted the government 
budgei deficit would shrink to 
about $7 billion for each of the 
next two fiscal years and hover at 
about $3.4 billion for the follow- 
ing three. 

Interest payments on Kuwait's 
domestic and foreign debts would 
continue to burden its treasury 
for years to come. 

Kuwait borrowed S5.5 billion 
from international banks for the 
first time last month. 

It also has an estimated SS.5 
billion to S10 billion worth of 
domestic debt in outstanding 
treasury bills and bonds. 


Bahrain to set up 
bank for industries 


MANAMA (R) — Bahrain plans 
to open a bank to help finance 
industrial development, the offi- 
cial Gulf News Agency (GNA) 
has reported. 

Finance and National Eco- 
nomy Minister Ibrahim Abdul 
Karim told the agency the b ank 
would have an authorised capital 
of 25 milli on dinars ($66 million) 
and a paid-in capital of 10 million 
dinars ($26.5 mfllion). 

Bahrain would seek help from 
the World Bank and the Arab 
Development Fund to establish 
the bank which would begin oper- 
ating early this year. 

“The setting up of the bank is 
aimed at boosting development 
by providing soft loans and cre- 
dits to individual and small in- 


dustrial and trade projects.*’ the 
minister said. The bank would 
also finance expansion program- 
mes of existing industries. 

Bahrain, the least wealthy Gulf 
Arab oil producer, is intensifying 
efforts to diversify its economy. 

Last July it approved a law 
allowing foreign companies to 
have 100 per cent ownership of 
manufacturing industries on the 
island, providing they make 
Bahrain their regional headquar- 
ters. Industry officials say several 
foreign firms are interested. 

Prime Minister Khalifa Bin 
Salman A1 Khalifa said the estab- 
lishment of the bank was a basic 
and vital step to support develop- 
ment of light and small industries. 



FOR RENT 

Modern Famished Apartment 

Two bedrooms, living-dining room, kitchen and bath. 
Central heating and telephone. 

Location: Jabal Amman between 3rd & 4th Circles. 

Tel. 667862 - 642351 


M/S. SRI GURDEV CO., LTD, 
Manufacturer Representative 

O- ri ■ - 


Address: G.P.O. Box 1573, 

291/4 Sol Paupanlch, 
Rajawongse Rd, Sam phene, 
Bangkok 10100, Thailand. 

Tel: 2245839, 2247558, 

Fax: 2246704, 

Telex: 21640 GURDEV TH. 
Dealing: Textile piece goods of all kind. 
Ready made garment. 

Auto Spare Parts in Japanese cars. 
Cosmetics. 

AH enquiries are welcome. We assure our full 
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Georgian troops open fire 
on pro- Gamsakhurdia rally 


TBILISI, Georgia (AP) — 
Tuesday opened fire on 
*“ 0,Jsands of people rallying in 
support of ousted Georgian Presi- 
gont Zviad Gamsakhurdia. 
Several people were wounded. 

The rally began at the train 
Ration, with people shouting 

Zviady Zviady” and holding pic- 
tttrc s of the president and waving 
seweral red, white and black 
Georgian flags. Eventually the 
crowd grew to about 4,000. 

As the demonstrators began to 
march through Tbilisi, several 
people were seen waving and 
cheeriqg from balconies in snp- 
port of the marchers. 

Outside a hotel, a group (rf armed 
men, some wearing masks, 
appeared and formed a line 
across the street. They fired in 
the air and then some fired az the 
'crowd. The crowd panicked and 
started to ran wildly. 

, It was the second time gunmen 
had opened fire on peaceful pro- 
Gamsakhurdia demonstrators. 
On Friday, at least two people 
were killed and 25 were wounded 
when men opened fire with 
machine guns on- a crowd at the 
train station. 

The ruling military council that 
ousted Mr. Gamsakhurdia Mon- 
day has banned demonstrations 
in the capital. 

After Tuesday's shooting, one 
man wounded in the leg was 
rushed to a nearby bouse where 
people started to bandage him. 
Two women were seen being 
carried away. The number of 
casualties could not be deter- 
mined immediately. 

At the parliament building that 
Mr. Gamsakhurdia fled before 
dawn Monday, flames were still 


viable more than 24 hours later. 
Air conditioners were exploding 
from the heat of die flames. 

People threw baskets with 
documents from the eighth floor 
down to the street. Around the 
blackened building, people began 
hauling away the smashed rera- 
mauts of vehicles. 

Mr. Gamsakhurdia was ousted 
after 16 days of fighting that 
devastated much of central Tbil- 
isi. A military council formed by 
opposition leaders is running the 
country and has promised to try 
to form a civilian coalition gov- 
ernment. 

Acting Prime Minister Tengiz 
Sigua said the situation in Geor- 
gia was very poor, and there was 
a severe shortage of money. 
Georgia still uses the ruble as its 
currency. 

Armed bandits were roaming 
around the capital Tbilisi, and 
there were several shooting inci- 
dents between bandits and 
National Guardsmen loyal to the 
opposition. 

Supporter's of Mr. Gamsakhur- 
dia have dismantled railway 
tracks, disrupting train connec- 
tions to western Georgia. 

Armenia has stressed that it 
was offering only temporary sanc- 
tuary, not political asylum, to Mr. 
Gamsakhurdia , the TASS News 
Agency said. 

Russian television said a 
delegation of Georgian lawmak- 
ers was due in Armenia to discuss 
what to do about Mr. Gam- 
sakhurdia with Armenian offi- 
cials. 

On Monday, Mr. Gamsakhur- 
dia fled the parliament building 
where be had been besieged by 
rebel members of the Georgian 


National Guard. Black smoke 
hung over Tbilisi as the parlia- 
ment building and nearby struc- 
tures continued to bum. 

“Look what they’ve done to 
our city,’ 1 said ontf man as he 
walked along Rustaveli Prospect, 
once the city’s elegant main 
street, now littered with broken 
glass, smashed cars, ' burnt-out 
trades and broken tree limbs. 

Before dawn Monday, Mr. 
Gamsakhurdia and his supporters 
shot their way out of their strong- 
hold. and sped away unhindered 
by opposition fighters. His 
motorcade drove to neighbouring 
Azerbaijan, but be later wound 
up in Idjevan, an Armenian bor- 
der community, TASS said. 

Mir. Gamsakhurdia, a former 
dissident poet overwhelmingly 
elected in a popular election last 
May, was accused by die opposi- 
tion of acting like a dictator. He 
had jailed many critics, dosed 
opposition newspapers and pro- 
voked the clash that toppled him 
by demanding that his opponents 
disarm. 

The men who overthrew the 
52-yeap-old president announced 
they would try to form a civilian 
coalition government and hoped 
to call elections as early as April. . 
They also demanded Mr. Gam- 
safchuidia's extradition for a 
possible trial, even though they 
let him go. 

“We said we were leaving them 
an exit on purpose, so that they 
could leave without bloodshed," 
said Dzhaba Ioseliani, a play- 
wright and one of the leaders of 
the new ruling military council. 

The fighting left at least 73 
people dead and 400 wounded. 

Mr. Ioseliani dismissed fears by 


some that Mr. Gamsakhurdia or 
his supporters could continue 
their fight outside the capital. 

“No, we are not afraid,” Mr. 
Ioseliani said. “He has no sup- 
port base. There win be no civil 
war.” 

Mr. Ioseliani also raised the 
possibility of establishing a con- 
stitutional monarchy. He said 
some members of the Bagrationi 
family, the former Georgian 
royalty, have expressed interest 
in returning. 

He said any move to join the 
new Commonwealth of Indepen- 
dent States would have to await 
the establishment of civilian rule. 
Georgia is the only one of the 12 
former Soviet republics that has 
failed to join the Commonwealth. 
Commonwealth leaders have in- 
sisted that the fighting stop first. 

Mr. Ioseliani invited former 
Soviet Foreign Minister Eduard 
Shevardnadze to return to hi$‘ 
native land and participate in a 
new government. Mr. Gam- 
sakhurdia has accused Mr. She- 
vardnadze of masterminding the 
move to oust him. 

Mr. Shevardnadze, in an inter- 
view with the Associated Press in 
Moscow, said he would not rule 
out running for president or join- 
ing the new government. 

“My desire is great to partici- 
pate in the creation of a democra- 
tic Georgia;** Mr. Shevardnadze 
said. His specific role, however, 
“depends on my people.” 

He also said a “democratic 
revolution has triumphed" over 
what he called a totalitarian reg- 
ime, and he announced creation 
of an international fund to re- 
build the republic’s shattered eco- 
nomy. 


NATO starts shipping aid 
to former Soviet Union 


BRUSSELS (R) — NATO said 
Tuesday it had arranged for a 
relief “squadron” of military air- 
craft to fly aid to the former 
Soviet Union, the first time the 
Western alliance has taken on a 
humanitarian mission. 

NATO foreign ministers, wor- 
ried that the economic crisis 
afflicting their former enemy 
could lead to serious unrest this 
winter, agreed last month that tire 
alliance should help coordinate 
the airlift of Western food and 
medical aid. -h 

A North Atlantic Treaty Orga- 
nisation (NATO) spokesman said 
one German ami one Canadian 
military aircraft would leave Col- 
ogne Airport Tuesday for Mos- 
cow carrying 54 tonnes of milk 
powder donated by the European 
Community (EC). 

A second Cana d ian military 
plane would leave for Moscow 
Wednesday, carrying another 27 
tonnes of milk powder. 

The aircraft are part of a relief 
unit put together by the alliance 
to fly aid to Moscow in the 
coming weeks, but the spokes- 
man could give no further details 
od other aircraft or other planned 
flights. 

NATO has also said it would 
be willing to provide troops to 
help with the distribution of the 
aid. But alliance sources said 
there were no immediate plans to 
send soldiers. 

The 16-nation alliance, set up 
1949 to counter the Soviet milit- 
ary threat, has never been in- 
volved in humanitarian missions 
until now, although it bas a vast 
military support network that can 
be used to coordinate aid. 

Meanwhile Russians flocked to 
churches to celebrate Orthodox 
Christmas Tuesday but the mood 
on the streets was far from festive 
and Moscow Radio reported pro- 
tests in same parts of the country 
against price rises. 

Television broadcast live a late- 


night mass from Moscow’s ornate 
Yelokhov Cathedral, where Pat- 
riarch Aleksy D. dad in glittering 
gold crown and robes, led several 
other priests singing prayers in 
deep bass voices. 

Russia’s main evening news 
programme gave little hint of 
Christmas spirit sweeping the 
land. 

The picture was one of empty 
shop shelves, rampant inflation 
catting into the value of die rou- 
ble and discontented people 
struggling to make ends meet 
after . the liberalisation of prices 
last Thursday. 

The new Commonwealth of 
Independent States, struggling to 
coordinate economic reforms and 
plagued by differences over milit- 
ary policies, looked set for a 
bumpy ride after the Christmas 
holiday, which Orthodox and 
other Eastern rite churches cele- 
brate two weeks after Western 
churches. 

The Commonwealth, embrac- 
ing 11 former Soviet republics, 
faced the most serious challenge 
of its short life on the question of 
defence policy as tensions grew 
between its two most powerful 
members — Russia and Ukraine. 

Vladimir Chernavin, 
comm ander-in-chief of the for- 
mer Soviet Navy, told Central 
Television Ukraine’s decision to 
appropriate the huge Black Sea 
Fleet violated an agreement that 
“strategic forces” would fall 
Under a single nnififfH co mman d. 

Interfax News Agency also re- 
ported 850 former Soviet army 
officers had refused to take an 
oath of allegiance to Ukraine, 
which is setting up its own armed 
forces. 

By claiming the Black Sea 
Fleet of 300 vessels, many of 
which are equipped to cany nuc- 
lear weapons, Ukraine is narrow- 
ly defining “strategic” to mean 
nuclear. 


U.S. economy dominates 
New Hampshire campaign 


CONCORD, New Hampshire 
(AP) — Democratic presidential 
contender Bill Clinton is in line 
for help from a major labour 
union, according to labour and 
party officials. The development 
not only would give Mr. Clinton a 
boost, it would hurt one of his 
major rivals. 

Democratic Party and labour 
sources, speaking Monday night 
on condition of anonymity, said 
Mr. Clinton was likely to get 
organisational help from the na- 
tion’s second-largest union, the 
American Federation of State, 
County and Municipal Em- 
ployees (AFSCME). 

The AFL-CIO forbids its mem- 
ber unions to endorse indpen- 
dentiy of the federation. The 
sources said AFSCME was likely 
to promise Mr. Clinton help in 
assembling his slate of delegates, 
a move that would send a dear 
dgnal to state chapters which are 
free to endorse. 

Two sources said Mr. Clinton 
was the favourite of AFSCME 
President Gerald McEntee, but 


that — because of protests from 
mindwest union leaders — he was 
likely to promise Iowa Sen. Tom 
Harlan help, too. 

Still, Sen. Harlan entered the 
race as labour's presumed 
favourite and any flirtations with 
other candidates hurts his cam- 
paign. 

Word of the Arkansas gov- 
ernor’s inroads with labour came 
after a busy campaign day in New 
Hampshire, whose presidential 
primary is six weeks from Tues- 
day. 

Four of the Democratic hope- 
fuls crisscrossed the recession- 
wracked state, promising to bring 
economic revival and laying 
blame for most of the problems 
on President George Bosh. 

Republican challenger Patrick 
Buchanan, meanwhile, gained 
the support of. former Rep. 
Chuck Douglas. Mr. Buchanan is 
making a pledge to New Hamp- 
shire voters that was the center- 
piece of Mr. Bush’s of career- 
saving primary campaign here 
four years ago. 


Yugoslav truce holds; 
Serbs resist U.N. plan 


BELGRADE (Agencies) — 
Yugoslav federal forces and 
Croatian independence fighters 
held to a ceasefire for the fifth 
day Tuesday, but Serb hardliners 
maintained their resistance to the 
terms of a planned U.N. 
peacekeeping operation. 

In Serbia and in Serb com- 
munities elsewhere in Yugosla- 
via, people marked Orthodox 
Christinas Day in solemn church 
services under the pall of the 
fratricidal war with the Roman 
Catholic Croats. - ~ 

In a Christinas message to the 
Vatican, Patriarch Pavle said 
both sides had to accept guilt for 
the conflict which he raid had 
forced “the sons of many people 
to behave in an unchristian and 
inhuman way.” 

And he urged Serbs and Croats 
to separate amicably if they could 
not live together. 

“Even if we can not live 
together like brothers at least let 
us separate like human beings 
and live in peace like Christian 
neighbours," he said. 

At least 6,000 people have 
been killed since Croatia declared 
independence from the Yugoslav 
Federation last June, sparking 
armed resistance by its Serbs and 
military action by the Serb- 
officered federal army. 

Zagreb Radio said most of 
Croatia’s battlefronts were quiet 
over Monday night and in the 
early morning. 

It said Serbian forces fired four 
mortals into the centre of the 
eastern Croatian capital Osijek at 
around midnight in the only ma- 
jor breach of the trace but no one 
was hurt. 

It said later that another mor- 
tar was fired from the Serb strong- 
hold of Stara Tenja on the Agri- 
cultural Faculty of Osijek. 

Several shells landed in 
Komarevo village near Sisak, 
south east of Zagreb, while the 
village of Gorice near Nova Gra- 
diska came under machine-gun 
fire of half an hour, it said. 

The Jan. 3 ceasefire between 
die army and Croatia’s National 
Guard, arranged by U.N. envoy 
Cyrus Vance, has proved more 
successful than its 14 predeces- 
sors — each of which collapsed 


within 48 hours. 

But a U.N. plan to deploy 
10,000 “blue helmet” peacekeep- 
ing troops in disputed regions off 
Croatia if the latest truce holds is 
looking increasingly shaky after 
leaders of Serb-held enclaves of 
Croatia said they would not 
accept U.N. forces. 

The political leaderships of 
Serbia and its adversary Croatia 
have both agreed to the plan. 

U.N. Secretary-General Bout- 
ros Ghali said he would send up 
to 50 military observers to Yugos- 
lavia immediately. 

But he indicated he would not 
dispatch the peacekeepers until 
he was sure they would be 
accepted in Serb-controlled areas 
of Croatia. 

Leaders in Serbian enclaves in 
Krajina and eastern Croatia have 
said they will not accept deploy- 
ment of U.N. forces inside their 
territory, only on their borders. 

They are also refusing to allow 
Serb irregular forces to be dis- 
armed according to the plan. 

The plan forsees the disband- 
ing of Serb irregular forces and 
the withdrawing of Croatia’s 
National Guard and the federal 
army as the “bine helmets” move 
in to these areas. 

Krajina's leader, Milan Babic, 
Tuesday took another swipe at 
the leadership of Serbia and the 
federal presidency which both 
backed the U.N. plan on his 
behalf. 

In a message to Mr. Ghali, 
reported by the Belgrade-based 
Tanjug News Agency, be ex- 
pressed regret that he had been 
unable to present his proposal for 
U.N. deployment to Mr. Vance 
when the envoy came to Yugosla- 
via last week. 

Meanwhile fighters basked in 
the winter sun and unaccustomed 
silence on one of the most violent 
fronts in Croatia's brutal war as 
they expressed nervousness and 
skepticism about the latest cease- 
fire. 

About 100 metres away; repre- 
sentatives of the federal army and 
the town’s Croatian defenders 
held uneasy negotiations, media- 
ted by European Community 
monitors, on establishing a tele- 
phone hotline. 


S. Korea, U.S. cancel joint exercises 
N. Korea to sign nuclear accord 


SEOUL (AP) — The Defence 
Ministry said Tuesday the 1992 
annual joint U.S. -South Korea 
military exercises mil be cancel- 
led to encourage Communist 
North Korea to sign a nuclear 
safeguards agreement 

Government-controlled MBC- 
Televiskm reported Tuesday that 
North Korea has formally in- 
formed the Vienna-based Inter- 
national Atomic Energy Agency 
(IAEA) it will sign the safeguards 
agreement by the end of January. 

The announcement comes one 
day after President George Bush 
said he and President Roh Tae- 
Woo had agreed to cancel the. 
exercises, called Team Spirit, if 
North Korea fulfilled its pledge 
for a nuclear-free Korea. 

Yoon Chang-Ro, spokesman 
of the South Korea Defence 
Ministry, said the cancellation of 
this year’s exercises are in line 
with U.S. and South Korea 
efforts to ease tensions on the 
peninsula. 

“The 1992 Team Spirit exer- 
cises will not be held, and the 
decision was endorsed by the 
United States,” Mr. Yoon said in 
a brief statement. 

Mr. Yoon said the decision 
only concerned this year’s exer- 
cises, which were to have begun 


in late January and ended in 
mid-April. No decision has been 
made on future exercises, he said. 

MBC Television reported 
Tuesday that North Korea’s 
Ambassador to Vienna, Chun In 
Chan, told IAEA Director- 
Gcneral Hanx Blix last week that 
his government was prepared to 
sign the safeguards agreement 

“Mr. Blix welcomed the North 
Korean decision and suggested 
that the signing -take place either 
on Jan. 29 or 30," MBC reported 
in a Vienna-dateKed report 

This North Korean ambassador 
called a news conference for 
Tuesday apparently to announce 
the plan, the television reported. 

North Korea, one of the 
world’s few hardline Communist 
countries, bas been under inter- 
national pressure to sign a safe- 
guards agreement with IAEA 
and open its nuclear facilities to 
outside inspections. 

International experts believe 
North Korea is a few years away 
from being ableto manufacture a 
erode atomic bomb. North Korea 
has denied the claim, arguing that 
its nuclear programme is for 
peaceful use only. 

A breakthrough in the issue 
came on Dec. 31 when rivals 


South and North Korea signed a 
milestone agreement calling for 
the elimination of all nuclear 
weapons from their divided 
peninsula. 

At border talks, during which 
the nuclear agreement was 
negotiated. North Korea prom- 
ised to sign the IAEA accord by 
the end of this month and open its 
nuclear weapons facilities to in- 
ternational inspections. 

In return, pro-Western. South 
Korea agreed to call off the 1992 
Team Spirit exercises. A halt to 
the exercises has been a long- 
standing North Korean demand 

To help solve the nuclear stale- 
mate, Mr. Bush announced in 
September the withdrawal of all 
U.S. tactical nuclear weapons 
from abroad, including South 
Korea. About 100 nuclear war- 
heads reportedly had been stock- 
piled in South Korea before Mr 
Bush’s decision. 

The Korean peninsula was di- 
vided into the Communist North 
and the capitalist South in 1945. 
The border is the most heavily 
guarded in the world, with more 
than 1-5 million troops deployed 
on both rides. No peace treaty 
was signed after the 1950-53 Ko- 
rean War and the two Koreas are 
still technically at war. 


Canadian MPs roughed up in China 


HONG KONG (R) — Three 
Canadian members of parliament 
expelled from Chin a Tuesday af- 
ter visiting relatives of jailed dis- 
sidents accused Chinese police of 
“kidnapping” and manhandling 
them. 

“We were kidnapped on a bus 
and held against our will,” said' 
Svend Robinson, leaders of the 
delegation visiting China to study 
its human rights record. 

“We were manhandled by a 
large number of police officers.” 

Speaking to reporters after 
their arrival in Hong Kong, de- 
legation member Beryl Gaffney, 
61, said fellow parliamentarian 
Geoff Scott bad suffered the 
roughest treatment during an in- 
cident at tiie Peking Visa Office. 

“Geoff was literally bodily 
thrown onto the bus (to the air- 
port) she said, lrer voice breaking 
with emotion. 

The three were detained Tues- 
day morning and expelled for 
“engaging in activities incompati- 
.ble with their status in China,” a 
Chinese Foreign Ministiy official 
said. 

Mr. Robinson said tire delega- 
tion had planned to visit Peking’s 
Number Two jail where dissident 


Chen Zimin g is held for his 
alleged role in the 1989 student 
democracy movement. But the 
official bus carrying them around 
Peking diverted from the planned 
route to the Visa Office. 

“I’m OK, Til survive, I’m a 
strong woman,” said Ms. Gaff- 
ney. “But all those (Chinese) 
people who can’t leave the coun- 
try, they’re the ones Pm sorry 
for." 


About 100 soldiers and police illegal. 


democracy protesters killed by 
Chinese troops during the 1989 
crackdown, after Chinese author- 
ities told them the square was off 
limits. 

In Peking a spokesman for the 
Canadian embassy said earlier. 
“We will be protesting this at the 
highest levels. As far as we know, 
they (the parliamentarians) have 
not done anything illegal and are 
not contemplating doing anything 


officers were awaiting them at the 
office. 

They were escorted in a convoy 
of 12 vehicles to the airport where 
they were put on the first flight to 
Hong Kong. 

“If this is the kind of human 
rights that the Chinese can de- 
monstrate to legislators ... then 
God help the people of China 
who have to five under this reg- 
ime,” Mr. Scott said. 

They also accused the police, of 
holding a Canadian diplomat 
based in Peking against his will at 
the Visa Office. 

* Mr. Robinson said the three 
had drofiped earlier plans to lay a 
wreath in Peking's Tiananmen 
Square in memory of student 


The parliamentary delegation, 
with one member from each of 
Canada’s main political parties, 
had earlier angered China by 
meeting the families of dissidents. 

Chinese police and security 
agents dogged their movements 
and conspicously taped some of 
the conversation, a witness said. 

China had arranged an official 
programme for the three, indud- 
mg meetings with government 
officials and a visit to Peking’s 
Number One Prison. 

Tbe three turned down the visit 
because Number One is known as 
a model prison, shown to many 
foreign visitors. They insisted on 
going to Number Two Prison, but 
were refused. 


2nd massive bomb explodes in Belfast 


BELFAST (AP) — A massive 
bomb shattered glass and dam- 
aged shops Monday, 18 hours 
after an even larger explosion 
rocked the city's commercial 
heart and brought calls for tighter 
security. 

No one was seriously injured in 
either explosion. No one claimed 
responsibility, but the second 
blast came 33 minutes after a 
telephone warning in the name of 
the Irish Republican Army 


(ERA), police said. 

The British province’s govern- 
ment promised to rebuild. 

“Every building will be refur- 
bished, every tile will be re- 
placed, every window will be 
refitted. However long the bombs 
go on in Belfast ... the govern- 
ment will rebuild Belfast better 
than it has been before,” said 
Richard Needham, the province's 
economic development minister. 

But pro-British politicians de- 


manded tougher security 
measures. 

“It would appear tire govern- 
ment is content to pursue the 
same failed policy of containment 
and inevitably this will result with 
more people losing their lives, 
said Belfast’s Mayor, Nigel 
Dodds. 

“I was able to drive through 
Belfast and there wasn’t a road- 
block in sight. It’s a disgrace, and 
simply not good enough.” 


Mrs. Marcos announces presidential bid 


MANILA (AP) — Flamboyant 
former first lady Imelda Marcos 
said Tuesday she will seek the 
presidency to succeed Gorazon 
Aquino, who ousted her husband 
and drove her family into exile six 
years ago. 

The widow of former President 
Ferdinand Marcos made the 
announcement on the steps of a 
courthouse after pleading inno- 
cent to six criminal charges stem- 
ming from her late husband's 
20-year rule. 

Mrs. Marcos, whose 1,200 
pairs of shoes symbolised the 
Marcos’ extravagant lifestyle that 
prosecutors say was paid for with 
embezzled money, said she was 
running because Mrs. Aquino 
bad ignored the suffering of the 
poor. 

A presidential spokesman said 
Mrs. Aquino would stick by her 
decision not to seek a second term 
in the May 11 election despite 


Mrs. Marcos’ announcement. 

Mrs. Marcos said she would 
seek the nomination of the 
opposition Narionafista Party at its 
convention later this month. Its 
other presidential hopefuls in- 
dude Vice President Salvador 
Laurel and Mrs. Aquino's 
estranged cousin, Eduardo 
“Danding” Cojuangco. 

“After months of direct con- 
sultations with our poor and 
oppressed citizens, I have de- 
rided to run for office to seek the 
presidency,” she said. 

After the announcement, Mrs. 
Marcos travelled to Lucena Gty, 
110 kilometres south east of Man- 
ila, for her first campaign rally. 

Mrs. Aquino's spokesman, 
Horario Paredes, said the presi- 
dent would have no statements 
on Mrs. Marcos’ bid for the pres- 
idency. 

But, be added, “X do no not 
believe that the Filipino nation 


wants to bring back in power the 
family who made oar country 
poor." 

Mrs. Aquino is expected to 
endorse a candidate from among 
house speaker Ramon Mitra, for- 
mer Defence Secretary Fidel 
Ramos and former Supreme 
Court Chief Justice Marcclo Fer- 
nan. 

Mrs. Marcos arrived in the 
Philippines last November after 
□early six years in exile in the 
United States. She chartered a 
Boeing 747 to fly her home and 
rented a $2,000-a-night hotel 
suite for weeks in Manila. 

Mrs. Marcos fares poorly in 
public opinion surveys, although 
the polls generally reflect the 
views of the Manila middle and 
upper-middle classes. Political 
power in the Philippines is tradi- 
tionally wielded through alliances 
with regional power brokers, who 
drum up support by vote-buying* 


Khrushchev saw missile crisis as Soviet victory, letters show 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Con- 
trary to .the popular view of the 
time, Soviet leader Nikita 
Khrushchev considered the out- 
come of the 1962 Cuban missile 
crisis a significant Soviet victory 
because he elicited a pledge from 
President Kennedy not to invade 
Cuba. 

Mr. Khrushchev’s thoughts 
were outlined in an extraordinary 
exchange of post-crisis letters 
with Mr. Kennedy that the State 
Department made public Mon- 
day after keeping them secret for 
more than 29 years. 

The letters highlight the hopes, 
fears and deep mistnistof the two 
leaders as they sought to come to 
grips with tile aftermath of the 
most dangerous nuclear crisis the 
world has confronted. 

The disclosure of the letters 
ended a four-year campaign for 


their release by the National 
Security Archives, a private fore- 
ign policy research group based in 
Washington. All told, 15 letters 
between OcL 30 and Dec. 19, 
1962, were released. 

Two days after the crisis ended, 
Mr. Khrushchev wrote Mr. Ken- 
nedy, “We received your assur- 
ances that you would not invade 
Cuba and would not permit 
otters to do it and on this condi- 
tion we withdraw the weapons 
which you called offensive. 

“As a result, there has been 
practically achieved the purpose 
which had been intended to be 
achieved through the shipments 
of means of defence.” 

At the time, the outcome of the 
crisis was widely viewed as an 
‘American triumph because Mr. 
Kennedy had been able to induce 
Khrushchev to dismantle the mis- 


siles the Soviets had secretly sent 
to the island but which were 
detected by U.S. reconnaissance 
planes. 

There is little new information 
contained in the letters, bnt they 
underscored once again the diffi- 
culties the two sides experienced 
in working out the final details of 
the tentative agreement that de- 
fused the threat of a nuclear 
holocaust. 

The exchanges indicated the 
concern of the two leaders that 
the agreement could have fallen 
apart, reviving the arias all over 
again. 

For his part, Mr. Kennedy ex- 
pressed grave concern about the 
opposition of President Fidel 
Castro to outside verification that 
the missiles had indeed been 
withdrawn and to initial refusal to 


go along with the U;S. demand 
that several high-performance 
Soviet bombers be removed as 
part of the bargain. 

While Mr. Khrushchev sought 
to minimise the significance of 
the bombers, Mr. Kennedy said 
their presence in Cuba was a 
matter of “great importance” to 
the United States. 

“These bombers could carry 
nudear weapons for long dis- 
tances, and they are clearly not 
needed, any more than missies, 
for purely defensive purposes on 
tiie island of Cuba,” Mr. Ken- 
nedy wrote in reply to the Soviet 
leader. 

“Thus in the present context 
their continued presence would 
sustain the grave tension that has 
been created, and their removal, 
in my view, is necessary to a good 
start on ending the recent crisis.” 


After weeks of sparring, the 
flap over the bombers ended dur- 
ing the third week of November 
with an agreement to return them 
to the Soviet Union. 

Mir. Khrushchev, in turn, ques- 
tioned the good faith of the 
American side and wrote to Mr. 
Kennedy more than a week after 
the crisis supposedly was settled 
that the danger was not yet over 
because of American actions. 

Criticising the continued 
American blockade of Cuba and 
alleged U.S. violation of Cuban 
territorial waters and airspace; 
Mr. Khrushchev wrote: 

“If this continues, confidence 
in your obligations will thus be 
undermined which can only ... 
throw us back to the positions to 
which we must not return after 
the liquidation of such a danger- 
ous situation.'’ 



Life Is Sweet 
chosen best 
film of 1991 

NEW YORK (AP) — The Brit- 
ish comedy Life Is Sweet was 
chosen best picture of 1991 by 
film critics from 35 national pub- 
lications. The movie, about a 
dysfunctional family, also won 
awards from the National Society 
of Him Critics for Best Actress 
and Best Supporting Actress. Ali- 
son Steadman won best actress 
for her portrayal as the strong- 
willed mother. Jane Horrocks 
won for her depiction of the 
tragi-comjcal bulimic daughter. 
The 26th annual awards 
announced Sunday following tbe 
society's annual meeting at the 
Algonquin Hotel. It is the first 
Best Picture Award to go to the 
Mike Leigh film. The New York 
Film Critics Circle and National 
Board of Review both chose Si- 
lence Of The Lambs as 1991’s 
best film. 

Guards foil Riviera 
prison escape 

NICE, France (R) — Prisoners 
blasted their way out of Nice jail 
with dynamite bnt were im- 
mediately recaptured, prison offi- 
cials said. The officials did not say 
how many prisoners were in- 
volved. Before exploding the 
dynamite in the courtyard of the 
French Riviera Jail the prisoners 
took a guard hostage. The guard 
was released unhurt. The attemp- 
ted escape was the latest in a 
series of incidents at the jail since 
the stan of last year which in- 
cluded tiie brief seizure of the 
prison director as a hostage and 
the arrest of five guards accused 
of smuggling drugs to inmates. 

Goldberg faces 
‘hostile’ reception 
in S. Africa 

JOHANNESBURG (R) — A 
black radical group has 
threatened a “hostile reception” 
in South Africa for American 
actress Whoopi Goldberg over 
ter decision to make a film in the 
country, a newspaper has re- 
ported. The Azanian Youth 
Organisation (AZAYO), which 
says genuine political reform has 
not started, previously urged 
American singer Paul Simon to 
scrap a tour of South Africa 
scheduled to start Saturday. The 
promoters say it wiD go ahead. 
“We view Whoopi Goldberg in 
tiie same light as a Paul Simon.” 
die Sunday Tribune newspaper 
quoted the youth movement’s 
publicity secretary, George 
Mgweuya, as saying. “They will 
be given a hostile reception,” be 
added. AZAYO, he said, would 
ask Goldberg to leave the coun- 
try. Goldberg arrived last Friday 
to star in a local film production 
of the musical Sarafina, set in the 
sprawling township Soweto. She 
could nefe be reached for com- 
ment on tbe stand adopted by 
AZAYO which, in remarks pub- 
lished Saturday, threatened vio- 
lence if needed to stop Simon 
from performing. 

Report links 
passive smoking 
to cot deaths 

LONDON (R) — Cot deaths and 
meningitis are among more than. 
50 children’s ailments and dis- 
orders linked with passive smok- 
ing. according to a British report. 
Tbe list emerged from a review of 
143 scientific studies spanning 
more than 20 years into how 
children were affected by having 
parents who smoked. Many of 
the conditions, snch as sore 
’’“oats and eyes, sneezing and 
coughs, were minor. But others 
included cot deaths, meningitis, 
cystic fibrosis, pneumonia, con- 
genital heart disease and vulner- 
ability to cancer in later life. The 
survey was carried out by Dr. 
Anne Charlton, director of the 
Cancer Research Campaign's 
Education and Child Studies Re- 
search Group at Manchester Uni- 
versity, and was published by the 
Association for Nonsmokers' 
Rights. Dr. Charlton said exten- 
sive studies into the effects of 
passive smoking on children had 
been m ade only in the past five 
years. One important discovery 
was the apparent link with cot 
deaths. “The evidence now is 
fairly conclusive. There are a lot 
of factors involved with cot 
deaths, but passive smoking does 
seem to increase the risk,” she 
said. She also said a study in 
Norway showed a correlation be- 
tween children with meningitis 
and those subjected to passive 
smoking before the age of 12. 
“As time gpes on, increasingly 
more and more evidence is com- 
ing to the fore to show that 
parental smoking in the house- 
hold really does affect children's 
health,” she said. 







